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ON KOOLEY /7 JURYD FASTTRACK

ALASKA, BRIGHTON ROOTS, WHEELS AND THE NEW VIDEOGRASS MOVIE. m‘n
SEE MORE OF JON AND THE ENTIRE NEW BOOT AND OUTERWEAR COLLECTIONS AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/THIRTYTWO // THIRTYTWO.COM
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FRAMED

Think
Locally

014

It doesn’t matter where you are. Whether the
hill we call "Tnome mountain” is Yawgoo Valley
or Squaw Valley, knowing our own zone inside
out is what it's all about. Being a legit local
means knowing all the spots and milking them
to the max-the secret stashes, where to build
jumps, the dope log jibs, all that. Explore, know
the lifties’ names, where to park, and how to
evade patrollers. Shred with a crew that makes
it fun. It's your mountain, your scene-ride it
like you own it.

Gigi Rif. At home in Au, Austria.
PHOTO; FRODE SANDBECH
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The New
Aesthetic

L ot6

Are you having fun? Are straight handrails
over? What about wizard tricks—switch-u
pretzels, hardway hat's left g
the bungee bo Did you h about the
new street contest? as the quad cork?
Do you a splitboard? What will ne
look like? Guess what, next year is here, and
s, anything goes. Snowboarding's
er-ending shifts are evolutiona
nary. Don't

taking you where







FRAMED

Color Me Rad

018

There are very few places on this planet
with sunsets like Norway—in fact, way up in
Folgefonna, sometimes the sun doesn’t
even set. That Arctic light plays off the mas-
sive glacier and the clear, clean airspace of
the Scandinavian north making crazy colors.
Photoshop helps, too. And when the sun dips
so both the takeoff and landing on a hip this
size startto freeze up, nature’s beauty is a great
distraction from thinking about the conse-
quences of making one wrong move.

Kevin Backstrom. Juicy method. Folgefonna, Norway.
PHOTO: FRODE SANDBECH







EXCLUSIVE QUICKRIP SIDECUT LETS THE BOARD “RIDE SHORT”
AT SLOW SPEEDS AND “RIDE LONG” WHEN CRUISING FAST
BETWEEN JIBS AND JUMPS.

QUICKRIP WORKS WITH THE REVERSE JIB CAMBER TO KEEP IT
SUPER PLAYFUL AND JIBBY, AND THEN IT ADDS ANICE LITTLE
KICK WHEN YOU NEED IT.

GETTHE FULL QUICKRIP AND POPROCK STORIES AT
ROMESNOWBOARDS!COM/TECH.
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026 FRONTSIDE LAUNCH

200 Issues Of Shred

Where does the time go?

his magazine marks our 200th issue. Without being
too self-congratulating, we injected a dose of TWS
history into it, which involved delving into past issues—
which resulted in huge chunks of time being lost to
strolls down memory lane. Blame it on the TransWorld
SNOWhboarding archive.

The archive is 34 books and growing. Aside from
our collective memories, it's our main resource for the
TWS timeline. Every time we have to dig up a past
interview or feature or fact-check some nugget, we
get up from our desks and physically propel ourselves
to those time-worn volumes. Then we start flippin’ and
without fail get snagged-pondering Evan Feenin a
neon one-piece claiming Powder 8 victory, Craig Kelly
shredding through Iran, Jamie Lynn jumping that road gap. The
ebb and flow of long boards with narrow stances and short boards
with wide stances, Shaun Palmer screaming through the pages, a
teenage Janna Meyen hawking TWS shirts, Damian Sanders and

S onnnNe

frm.mannee
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Brandy on a Harley, Jeremy Jones saluting
the stars and stripes, Terje boosting over
a massive QP, Shaun White looking barely
post-toddler, Travis Rice clearing Chad's gap
.. wait-where'd the day go?

With the time remaining after these
extended detours, we managed to put
together a beasty issue fit for number 200.
Writer Jennifer Sherowski along with pho-
tographer Eric Bergeri and a willing crew
of riders continue the TransWorid tradition
of snowboard exploration travel, this time
to Kyrgyzstan. We also profile six riders with
the skills to stake their claim to the next 100
issues. And finally, Travis Rice's Flight crew
gets credit for hooking up what we're claim-
ing is one of the best snowboard trips ever—
an Alaskan game changer. We oversized this

ONTHE
COVER

L)UV-"‘:UCK.‘ the
free Scanlife app
to your phone

by texting SCAN
to 43588

Launch Scanlife,
E then focus your
g phone's came

over the co
and watch

issue to communicate the massiveness of
Travis' step-down on the cover and threw in
an enormous poster to accommodate the
scale of John Jackson’s double cork. The
poster’s flip side features all 200 TransWorld
SNOWhboarding covers—a definitive timeline
of our history; and by “our,” | mean everyone
who calls themselves a snowboarder.

=

Annie Fast
Editor-In-Chief
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The gears of progress turn fast and stop for no one.
I'he Magnacon SS.
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Jake Welch
Hawkeye Heather
Blue Solex Lens

anon spherical lens technology™

This proprietary injected lens construction technology provides
the greatest optical clarity and enhances horizontal, upward and
downward fields of vision while reducing optical distortion.

See better at anonaptics.com
Action: Ian Ruhter, Portrait: Tim Peare
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- Dial in your desired comfort using the Air Band
nd release valve. The low-profile,
air-fueled headband con! or a

true customizable fit.
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Paper iPads, Global Warming
& Easy Money

Gear Issues

It's onl Where are you riding, what
are you riding, how are you going
to afford to ride? It's panic time
and we've got some answers ...
but we don't have maney to fund
your addictions. We are, however,
committed to making that addic-
tion worse. Hit us on e-mail at
snowmail@transworld.net and
over at facebook.com/twsnow.
-TWs

TransWorld SNOWboarding
e-mail: snowmail@transworld.net
facebook.com/twsnow
twitter.com/twsnow

2052 Corte Del Nogal, Suite 100
Carisbad, California 92011

PAPER PLEASE

Dear TransWorld, | recently heard
some banter about how media out-
lets are changing drastically because
“it's what the consumer wants." Well,
| say (and excuse my language) f-k
that. | love getting home from a hard
day'’s work in the real world, opening
my mailbox and finding a TransWorld
SNOWhboarding mag. | never want
to spend my days reading my snow-
board, wakeboard, or skateboard mag
off a stupid iPad or Kindle. In my eyes
there will never be a better way to read
something than to read it in the flesh,
so to speak. Your mag is one of those
things that helped me get through a
long year spent in the deserts of Iraq
from March of 2003 through 2004; |
couldn’t imagine another way to read
it than on paper. So, I'm a longtime
reader who will always buy your mag in
printand continue to drive my wife nuts
with my stack of old board mags. Keep
up the good work, and thank you for a
lifetime of reading material.~Jason B.
We salute you. BTW, we just
launched an iPad app last issue,

but we remain committed to print.
We think it's called diversifying.

In It To Win It

TransWorld, Hey I'm a fifteen-year-old
freshman girl. | play varsity soccer—|
barely get homework done let alone
chores. The only days | have free are
Saturdays and Sundays. In class all |
can think about is snowboarding and
hitting up Mt. Baker every weekend.
What's killing me is I'm broke and |
have no time for a job. Do you have
any ideas on how | can get a hand on
some cash for a new board before the
season is over? Thanks!-Baker Or Bust
Ride hard, win the Baker Banked
Slalom, get a duct tape trophy and
probably a new board. If that's

not realistic, maybe throw a solid
garage sale. Or how about tele-
marketing ... just don’t call us.

Hot Pow

Hey TransWorld, I'm thirteen and | live
in Maine. Just like most other snow-
boarders out there, I'm worried about
global warming. At this rate, will there
be any shreddable snow when I'm
older? | was just reading in National
Geographic about how the snow and
ice on Everestis melting and | thought
about Hood and Whistler—will there

still be snow in the summer? Is there
anything | can do at my local mountains
in Maine, other than trying to go green
myself, to help out? Keep up the awe-
some mag.—Wesley L.

First, join Protect Our Winters (POW),
the non-profit started by Jeremy
Jones to fight climate change, at
protectourwinters.org. Second, ask
your local mountain about ways that
you can get involved in what they're
doing to fight climate change.

What A Boot!

Hey TransWorld, This is your boy Mike
and | love your mag. I'm fourteen and
from this little town in PA | call Shilly,
about one-and-a-half hours from
Philly. You guys first inspired me to
snowboard! This summer | went to
Woodward and I've been learning corks
and stuff. | want to put these to snow
this winter, but | gotta pick up some
new boots before the season starts.
Which ones do you guys suggest?
Thanks! Shred on!-Mike E.

Mike, try on a bunch of boots to

find the one that fits best. You might
want to go with a boot with a quick
lacing system like Boa Technology,
ThirtyTwo's FastTrack, or Burton’s
Speed-Zone ... why eff with fro-

zen laces if you don't have to?

Should | Stay Or Should | Go

Hey what's up? My name is Zylar, but my
friends call me Grenade. | live in Corpus
Christi, Texas, where it's so hot that the
devil himself won't even come around.
I'm twenty now and my earliest memo-
ries are growing up in Colorado for five
years. | was reading the editor’s article
about traveling and it made me want to
go back to my old roots. My question is,
how would | go about going back, like
getting a job there and getting back
into snowboarding? Love the mag, it's
what | read all year long.~Zylar
Thanks, man, Corpus Christi sounds
miserable. Why not work as a snow-
board instructor? Who me? Yeah you.
Find a job through skischooljobs.com.
Get certified through AASI and share
the stoke.

Gotcha

| love the Team Shoot Out contest you
guys set up. When | was reading the
issue, | noticed the odd dome struc-
ture in the Volcom team'’s pictures. |
sat there trying to figure out where |
had seen these. Were they snow tents
that pros camp in AK with? Then | real-
ized it. The filmer for Volcom was Dave
Seoane! He had one of the doorways
around his neck earlier in the issue, how
could | forget? Very tricky, TransWorld!
Stoked for this season!-Bobby F.

We have the smartest read-

ers in the world. Just sayin’.

Y EGGEBRECHT

ILLUSTRATION: WESL
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oCOM | Freshness Every Day Through The Holidays

Peetu Piroinen at the
O'Neill Evolution Tour in
Davos, Switzerland—
coming January 2, 2011,

We've got contests covered. The winter
kicks off with the inaugural Air & Style
in Beijing, China, over a massive straight
jump. Followed by the Halfpipe Grand
Prix at Copper, featuring—you guessed
it-a pipe event, and then slopestyle and
pipe at the Dew Tour at Breckenridge.
Be the first to know at twsnow.com.

200 Covers Online
We've uploaded all 200
covers, with info listing
what's in each issue.
Flip through this epic
archive, comment on
your favorites, and let
the world know what
you “like!”

2010 Top Fives

We'll be calling out the
top tricks, photos, con-
tests, graphics, riders,
slams, and more from
the year that was 2010.
Hit up twsnow.com/
topfives.

TWS Gift Guide

Still need some gift
ideas for the riders in
your life? We've got a
couple suggestions for
you. Find out what's
hot at twsnow.com/
giftguide.

£ SANDBECH

ROD!

PHOTO:
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TRANSWORLD
SNOWBOARDING

200TH ISSUE

It's impossible to add up all the hard
work that has gone into these pages
since that inaugural 1987 edition

of TransWorld SNOWboarding.
Riders, photographers, editors,
artists, salespeople, interns, friends,
and family~the contributions have
been endless. Here's a quick, by-the-
numbers look at the last 200 issues.

16: Rail covers.
20: Cover shots by Jon Foster, the most of all-time.

9: Resort Poll Overall Awards by Whistler/Blackcomb, B.C.

22: Matt Cummins pro models in the Buyer's Guides.

12: Youngest rider on the cover (Mikkel Bang, 2003).

1: Full male nudes (Andy Hetzel).

20: Race boards pictured in the 2001 Buyer's Guide.

60.5: Percentage of U.S. riders bagging cover shots.

4: Non-action covers.

125: Step-in boot/bindings models in the 2000 Buyer's Guide.
1: One-footer articles (October, 2007).

1994: Year TWS Japan launched.

139: Most board brands in a single Buyer's Guide (1997).

Hard Numbers

6: Shaun White covers.

448: Pages in the largest issue ever: September 1995.
68: Pages in the smallest issues: Fall ‘87-March '90.

6: Female riders on the cover.

34: Riders with more than two covers.

14: Night covers.

11: Riders'/Readers’ Poll Awards for Tara Dakides.

2: Team Challenge wins for both K2 and Academy.
46.5: Percentage of powder shots on the cover.



COVER BREAKDOWN

NIGHT SHOTS: 14 (7%)
PARK: 25 (12.5%)

PIPE: 49 (24.5%)
URBAN: 10 (5%)

AIRS: 133 (66.5%)
SLASHES: 23 (11.5%)
HANDPLANTS: 7 (3.5%)
ONE-FOOTERS: 2 (1%)

PLAYING QUARTERS

#1: FALL 1987 - DAVE ACHENBACH
‘THE FIRST TIME." THE (UN)HOLY
BOOK THAT STARTED IT ALL.

#25:JAN. 1992 - BRIAN HARPER
DEEP POWDER ISSUE." JIMI SCOTT,
NORTH AMERICAN PRO, AND B.C
HELI

#50: MAY 1995 - JASON FORD
THE BIG O. PHOTO ANNUAL

#75: SEPT. 1998 - KEIR DILLON
TODD RICHARDS, ROSS REBAGLIATI,
AND ITALIAN EPICS.

#100: DEC. 2001 - NICOLAS MULLER
‘THE 100TH TIME." COLLECTOR'S
EDITION AND 100 DEGREES OF
PROGRESSION.

#125: MARCH 2004 - PETER LINE
‘DECADE OF INFLUENCE: PETER
LINE™ 2705 AND YELLOW SNOW,

#150: OCT. 2006 - TADASHI FUSE
ON-SET WITH ESCRAMBLE. GREEK
SHREDDING, FIRST ONE-FOOT
COVER.

#175: NOV. 2008 - JP WALKER
‘LEGACY OF INFLUENCE: JP
WALKER." RESORT POLLAND 20
TRICKS ZINE.

#200: JANUARY 2011 - TRAVIS
RICE. ALASKA, INTERVIEWS, AND
KYRGYZSTAN

ILLUSTRATION: JOHN ANTOSK



038 FRONTSIDE 200TH ISSUE VARIABLES

DAMIAN SANDERS
Former rave promoter/
owner of Club Rubber.
Now owns Monster
Stage, a party/event
rental company based
in SoCal.

ROSS REBAGLIATI
Aspiring politician.
Running for Membership
in Parliament for the
interior B.C. district of
Okanagan-Coquihalla.

JAMIE LYNN ACCESS GRANTED

Guitarist and Lead [Jon] Boyer blows past

Sunger' for Kandln Coded- me, ye/h’ng, “It's 3 f—kin’

and still shredding. s '
paradise!” as he disappears

\

TOM BURT over a ridge. And it is.

Living in Tahoe and —~TWS Editor Eric Blehm. "Trans

guiding in Alaska. Lead Canada Drop Zone," September 1995,

guide in Jeremy Jones'

Deeper. > snowmot hanged it
lethining 1lyst for b unt

CHRIS ROACH orogression and filming over the

Owns CR Trucking and st few decades, the advent of
Excavating. Competes snow machines into the hands of
in motocross, and rides ders, photographe s, 2
Sugar Bowl, CA. crews made the impossible

ANDY HETZEL rones t me accessit

SoCal real estate agent
and judge for The North
Face Masters. ilding became buildable. Tricks

MIKE RANQUET
Skatepark director at mportantly, shredders v

Paia Youth & Cultural aking documentation intc
Center in Paia, Hawaii. ywn hands. Whet jends like

TERRY KIDWELL Omar Lundie, Paul Nelson, Rot
Tahoe carpenter and Dow, ar untless others first
Squaw Valley local. trekked into the B.C. backcountr

TARA DAKIDES they khow:whatwould:evolve-but

P ‘, 'F SHOW ,‘71‘ ; Car/truck racing, and ' { id. Unlimited landing:
VAERE A THEY N i, |
' The Chalet Girl releases progression, and having all da

January 2011. ng il th e'em
What became of the snowboard heroes of the past? The pros and icons who led the or hate | thanks to t
way for us all? Some show up in film cameos and magazines occasionally, get propped  JEFF BRUSHIE snowmaobile

out in interviews by current pros, and their photos stay plastered to our office walls, World Series Of Poker
but what/where/who are they now? Most still ride, many have settled down, and afew  player, photographer,
have completely changed direction (Sanders went electro?). Drop in on the modern lives  and top-flight snow- W to stop getting
of a few snowboarding legends. board judge. things stuck all the time

ALLTHE SINGLE LADIES

It's been 22 years since Amy Howat's mute grab Amy Howat Michele Taggart
landed her on the November 1989 cover of TWS, November 1989 October 1999
From then, five more women have showcased their

skills on the front page, with Victoria, Michelle, Victoria Jealouse Erin Comstock
Hana, Nicola, and Erin all earning the marquee March 1995 2004 Buyer's Guide
spot. It's a small crew, but for these six to rise up (Re-release)

and produce a cover was a huge step in paving the Nicola Thost

way for today’s female snowboarders. Who will be February 1999 Hana Beaman

the next to join this elite group? For these glass- September 2007

ceiling shatterers, every night is ladies' night-the
(cover) shots are on us. Cheers!

PHOTOS: (TOP LEFT) BUD FAWCETT(TOP RIGHT) MARK GULLUP, (BOTTOM) JEFF CURTES
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The TransWorld
Team Challenge

The anti-hero's anti-contest.

he Team Challenge premiered in the pages of
TransWorld back in 1999 as a way to finally settle
the battle of words and claims between which
board company had the best team. The idea was
to get all the brands and their riders together in
matching team kits, compete in different judged
events, tally up the final scores, and declare the
victor. What ended up happening was slightly dif-
ferent, however, and the event slowly devolved into
more of an annual costume party and fun snow-
board festival than a serious competition. But the
impact was real: a large number of smaller teams
and young riders got their chance on the big stage,
and let's be honest, the everlasting images-such
as Erich Dummer wallriding in full Mariachi gear—were truly a
sight to behold.

Although the Challenge is no longer with us, its legacy of
fun and creativity will always live on in these pages. Plus, it
was the first time that someone like February 2005 cover boy
Tyler Lepore was allowed to hike the pipe wearing both a pink
women’s evening gown and a full skeleton suit. It would not,
however, be his last.

TEAM CHALLENGE
CHAMPIONS
(e—

1999: SNOW SUMMIT,
CA. ATLANTIS.

2000: SNOW SUMMIT,
CA. WORLD INDUSTRIES.

2001: SNOW SUMMIT,
CA. K2.

2002: SNOW SUMMIT,
CA. OPTION.

2003: NORTHSTAR-AT-
TAHOE, CA. CAPITA.

2004: NORTHSTAR-AT-
TAHOE, CA. ACADEMY.

2005: ASPEN/
SNOWMASS, CO.
ACADEMY.

2006: ASPEN/
SNOWMASS, CO. FLOW.

2007: HEAVENLY, CA. K2

Event

Calendar

-8
O'NEILL EVOLUTION:

Davos-Klosters,
Switzerland

b-8
ROXY CHICKEN JAM

EUROPE:
Saalbach, Austria

B

TRANSWORLD
TRANSAM:
Waterville Valley, New
Hampshire

BURTON EUROPEAN
OPEN:
Laax, Switzerland

0-23
WINTER DEW TOUR:
Killington, Vermont

B

MASTERS:
Snowbird, Utah

U-15
X DANCE FILM FESTIVAL:
Salt Lake City, Utah

i

TRANSWORLD
TRANSAM:

Big Boulder Park,
Pennsylvania

-3
SIA TRADE SHOW:
Denver, Colorado

g\lll:lggk X GAMES

Aspen/Snowmass,
Colorado

i

12TH ANNUAL
TRANSWORLD
SNOWBOARDING
RIDERS’ POLL AWARDS:
Denver, Colorado

PHOTO: NICK HAMILTON



USASA.OR6
PACSUN.COM

=
<
=
<<
s
g
L
=
=
=
Q
=t
= |
(@]
[

TEAM

SNOWBOARD




INVOLVES JON

POWDER

MIO-AIR

DAY TINE

042 FRONTSIDE 200TH ISSUE VARIABLES

IIINEL & LUNIFAL

agging the cover of TransWorld is akin to becoming a mafia “Made Man.” No longer
just another wise guy, the doors to the high life swing open, champagne flows from
the mountaintops, sirens sing of your heroic tales, and bank accounts appear in the
millions ... or not.
But, landing the marquee photo for an issue of TWS has and always will be a landmark
to any career. A true stamp of approval, your hard work, talents, and style have fully
earned their respect. Many have gotten their moment, and an impressive 34 have
gotten seconds, but a very small, elite crew has achieved that coveted third spotlight.
And it's no surprise that two very different yet equally world-leading superstars are the only
ones to have continued on from there: Shaun White (6), and Gigi Rif (4).

Thinking that someday you want to pick up a copy of TWS and see your name and face on the
Here's a tip: shoot it during the day (91%), mid-air in powder (44.5%) and be
sure your name involves “Jon” somewhere (4% You got this!

SHAUN WHITE @ DEVUN WALSH ©
April 2002 November 2006

BJORN LEINES ©

ber 2009 Novembi 9

GIGIRUF @ 007 Photo Annuz
February 2001

JEREMY JONES (Big
) Mountain) e
shruary 201( November 2004

S

— /y// De

TERJE HAAKONSEN © February 2008
September 199!
rch 2000 TODD RICHARDS ©

009 Photo Annua February 1993
December 1993

KEIR DILLON © December 1999

September 1998

September 200

N 02
lovember 10

The Riders’
Poll Awards

This coming January 28, 2011, Denver will
play host to the 12th Annual TransWorld
Riders’ Poll Awards. The last eleven years
of awards track the history of snowboard-
ing itself-the influence of Craig and Terje,
the reign of Tara Dakides, and the staying
power of snowboarding's biggest stars like
Peter Line, Kevin Jones, and Shaun White.
It all began on March 20, 1991, when the

Shark Club in Las Vegas hosted the first-ever

awards show. It wasn't until 1999 that the

Riders’ Poll would become an annual event,

but the simple categories and list of riders
read like a roll call of all that is cool about
snowboarding. Respect to the past winners
and to well over a decade of memorable

shows and wild nights.

RIDERS OF THE

YEAR:

1991 All-Around:
Craig Kelly & Tara
Eberhard

1999 Freestyle:
Peter Line & Tara
Dakides

2000 Overall:
Terje Haakonsen &
Tara Dakides

2001 Overall:
Terje Haakonsen &
Tara Dakides

2002 Overall:
Kevin Jones & Tara
Dakides

2003:
Shaun White &
Gretchen Bleiler

2004:
Travis Rice & Janna
Meyen

2005:
Chad Otterstrom &
Leanne Pelosi

2006:
Shaun White & Hana

Beaman

2008:

Wolle Nyvelt & Marie-

France Roy

2009:
Travis Rice & Jamie
Anderson

2010:
John Jackson & Hana
Beaman

2011:
TBD

TREVOR GRAVES, NICK HAMILTON

PHOTOS: {TOP TO BOTTOM)
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Calgary-based photographer Mark Gallup holds the title as the longest serving senior
photographer at TWS, with fifteen straight years under his belt. The inaugural year
was 1991, the assignment: to travel the world documenting snowboarding for the
magazine. He's seen it all, he’s done it all. You must be wondering what his all-time
best experiences were-we wondered, too, so we asked.

Number 1. Bella Coola: It was 1997 and we
were the first snowboarders, or any powder
junkies for that matter, to use heli accessin the
area of this remote B.C. coastal mountain town
of fisherman and natives. Jason Ford, Shin
Campos, and Tom Burt were on board along
with our guide Pete “Swede” Mattsson and
filmer Beat Steiner. It was a trip of many firsts:
we were the first shredders to enter into the
world of Richard Dupont, probably one of the
best heli pilots who's ever lived (and is in fact,
still alive). And it was the first time on a heli
trip that nothing mattered more than a rubber
chicken named "George." If George ended up
in your backpack at the end of the day, you
had to buy all the drinks that night-the game
was quick, quiet, and there was no mercy.

Number 2. Greenland: Salt Water powder
turns in one of the most isolated places on
earth with Craig Kelly, Jason Ford, Joe Curtes,
and Megan Pischke. We were riding and
shooting on an island with a 5,000-foot peak
completely surrounded by water.

Number 3. Valdez: The year was 1993 and
the players were Shawn Farmer, Nick Perata,
and Jay Liska. The first years of Valdez and
Thompson Pass, Alaska were without a doubt
out of control and lawless—machine guns,
whiskey, and reckless disregard for the laws of
gravity. In other words, it was a perfect world.

Digging through the last 200 issues of TransWorld
SNOWhboarding felt like starring in an episode of
Hoarders: Buried Alive. Dig yourself out of that pack-
rat hole and show us your own massive snow mag
stash. Got Blunt's "Cold As a Bitch” cover from April
19932 How about the O.G. 1988 TWS Photo Annual?
Put your entire stockpile together for us to see and
you could become our first-ever Subscriber For
Life! Yes, you read correctly: a lifetime subscription
to TransWorld SNOWboarding for the largest and
most widespread grip of snowboard media you
can compile. Get creative with the shots, and send
your best photos and descriptions to snowmail@
transworld.net. Winner will be announced January
15, 2011 on twsnow.com. Good luck!

PHOTO: MARK GALLUP
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WHAT MAKES HER FLY?
Get a free QR code reader
from your app store and scan
this with your smartphone.
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100+ STORES NATIONWIDE | REI.COM/WINTER | 1.800.426.4840
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First!

Innovators, trailblazers, pilgrims, pioneers-whatever
you want to call them, those who did it first will
always live on. Nothing can progress without the
original leap of faith, whether it's a bomb drop in
Italy, a pull-startin B.C., an unstrapped back foot,

or just an unpaid, pissed-off intern putting pen to

FIRST RAIL COVER

April 1993. Shaun Gall. Australia.
PHOTO: Scatt Needham

FIRST INTERVIEW 1SSUE

November/December 1988. "The Performers.”

FIRST TRICK TIP

Fall 1987. "Technique: Aerials” by Craig Kelly

A

=Ty

|

I

J

.

paper. Claiming "First!” on the Web will always be
badass—and it'll forever be the second kid's duty to
talk smack on the kid above-but repping the O.G.
rail cover back in 19932 Legit. You never forget your
first time (though you may want to...), and neither
should we.

FIRST ONE-FOOT COVER

September 2005. Josh Dirksen. June Mountain, CA.
PHOTO: Andy Wright

FIRST URBAN COVER

December 2003. Jeremy Jones. Salt Lake City, UT.
PHOTO: Rab Mathis

FIRST ANGRY INTERNS

1991 Buyer's Guide Mail section.

YOUR 1-STOP
WINTER SHOP

The |atest and greatest
snowboard gear and clothing?
Check. Shop services? Check.
Friendly expert advice, too?
Of course. We have everything
you need to make this your
best winter ever.

Arbor Flight
Snowboard

REI/Arbor Art
Contest winner

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
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“ A new feature film from
EMBH Special Blend, Forum, and Foursquare JAKE WELCH
n Available now on DVD and iTunes TRIGGER JACKET & MASON PANT



Special Blend

SEE THIS VIDEO AND MORE AT
SPECIAL-BLEND.COM



Mrkkel BANG

Desi u%ely




analogclothing.com







s | L) gl ‘,._‘f,;”‘. :
SoFT FLEXING, LIGHTWEIGHT, HEAT MOLDABLE MND FuLL oF FLiwor. S

HaNd REAMANS SIGNATORE HI-STANDARD DELVERS ML THE PERTORMANCE Anb
STLE You NEED To SHRED LIKE THE REST AND (00K DAMN Good DoiNd I7.

- N EmE  EmEm

&

v >
»




nks

VERNON 3-IN-1 JACKET/VEST JUSTIN BENNEE
10K MM WATERPROOF RATING

10K GRAM BREATHABILITY

600+ GOOSE DOWN INSULATION

ZOOM KAUJU BOOTS




RUF_MULLER_BOULANGER_KASS_BENNEE_HADAR_SMITH_JACKSON

NIKESNOWBOARDING.COM
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COOPER HOFFMEISTER / CHECKX OUT MORE OF COOP
IN THE NEVER SUMMER MOVIE ‘MADE IN AMERICA'

E Free video downionds al neversirmmer comilf JAKE LAWLOR PHOTO
NS Factory Buill, Denver CO,




BOARD OF THE MONTH

Jones
Flagship

On Top

This is Jeremy Jones' 25-year project in the
making—a culmination of his countless lines,
big-mountain experience, and |leading tech-
nology poured into a freeride deck built for
any conditions. The heavily rockered, big-
blunted nose planes above deep snow, and the
slightly lifted tail won't fail when riding switch,
either. Its long radius sidecut, with subtle,
Mellow Magne-Traction edges and stiffer flex,
provide high-speed stability while a shorter
running length makes the board maneuver-
able in cramped terrain. As part of Jeremy’s
environmental commitment, the Flagship is
constructed with recycled base materials and
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) renewable
woods. And it shows, from the wooden top-
sheet to the reclaimed hickory sidewalls.

AVAILABLE LENGTHS: IDEAL TERRAIN:

158, 161, 164, 163W, 168W  Steeps, chutes,
cliffs—any and all

SHAPE: freeriding.

Directional, with a long

radius sidecut, Mellow

Magne-Traction edges, and

a blunted nose.

CAMBER:

Slight regular camber
underfoot, with generous
rocker in the nose and a
slight lift in the tail




PRODUCTS SURPLUS

Into The Wild

When you dip into the backcountry, your life can depend on your gear. Out
here, you take comfort and security on your back. Beacon, probe, shovel, and
knowledge are the essentials, but additional gear is wise and might even save
your life. Packs featuring advanced technology for avalanche survival and reli-
able, multi-purpose tools can make the difference. In the uncertainty of this
playground, these tools can be your most trusted companions.

1. VOILE Telepro Shovel ($40) 2. BCA Float 30 Avalanche Packc;#’

SO0
>0

voile-usa.com

4, TUBBS Flex Alp Snowshoes
($220)

tubbssnowshoes.com




800-557-1352  ©2010 Oakley, Inc. Oakleyrebels.com

L

The ditference.

Look in his eyes and you'll see the difference: the confidence that comes lifelong resistance to any form of defeat. If you asked all of us here at
from seasons of experienceand the seltawareness that has neverallowed Oakley, we would say Shaun White is a man after our own heart. Because
him to stop short of anything, Part of it is those freakish abilities he was justlike Shaun, Oakley has relied on our dedication to accomplish those
born with, but even more so are the intangibles that have really set him things no one ever thought possible. That's the difference that has taken
apart. If you asked him, he would humbly credit his hard work and his us and Shaun to a level reserved for only the most elite performers.

Shaun White in his Signature Series A Frame

ODOAKLEY
DEFINED



PRODUCTS

1. G3 Speed Pro Tech Probe 320 ($
genuineguidegear.com

2. MAMMUT Puise Transceiver (3450)
mammut.com

SURPLUS

IR A e g SR T

3. PRINCETON TEC Remix Headlamp
($45) ’
prncetontec.com

4. BURTON AK BK Insulator Jacket ($250)

burton.com

5. MOTOROI.A M350R Radios ($80)

motorola.com

6. JETBOILFlash Stave ($99)
jethoilcom

7.LEATHERMAN Skeletool ($70)

leatherman.com

8. ADVENTURE MEDICAL Heatsheets
Emergency Bivwy (876 FirstAid Kit
($36) 5
adventuremedicalkits.com

PHOTO: CHRIS WELLHAUS




OMNI-HEAT: 20% WARMER

ACCORDING TO SCIENTISTS AND COLD PEOPLE.

Omuni-Heat" is 20%0 warmer than an ordinary lining. It breathes and regulates temperature ~

so you don't get overheated. That's because it's made with a patent-pending silver dot pattern 6# Columbia
that reflects your heat back to you. All you have to do is put it on. Visit columbia.com/omni-heat : THE GREATER OUTDOORS
to see the warmest jackets tested by some of the coldest people in The Greater Outdoors.




064 PRODUCTS EDITORS' PICKS

ROME BELT FLASK ($25)

Shoot from the hip. Nothing warms those
below-zero bones like a little nippah from
Grandpa's ol’ canteen. Warm drinks, hot
soup, or maybe a little kiss of that Dr.
McGillicuddy's-ride responsibly.~A.H.

DAKINE BLIZZARD WOOL PANTS ($65)

These are comfortable and made with wool-the
best bet for warmth. They're cozy, but also quick
drying-this really helps when you're heating up
on the ride down and then cooling off on the lift
ride back up to the top.—C.W.

BURTON AK OVEN UNDER MITT ($130)

These are like mini sleeping bags for your hands.
They're quilted, down-filled, and keep your hands
cooking in even the harshest environments.

Filming freezes my hands, so I'm always stoked to
put my hands somewhere super warm, like inside
these mitts.-J.C.

ZIPPO HAND WARMER ($20)

This seemed like a dangerous idea-light a Zippo,
stick it in a bag, and drop it in your pocket where
it smolders, letting off heat for about twelve hours
straight. But | tried it, it works, it's reusable, and it’s
my new best friend.-A.F.

BUFF POLAR THERMAL PRO ($30)

Neck gaiter, doo-rag, balaclava,
saharaine, pirate hat, beanie-this
piece of fleece is whatever you make
it. And it's damn warm, too. Wrap
your head in it and you'll keep out
even the crunchiest cold.-B.G. LA

| | s




COMMITMENT DEFINED.

Trusted by Xavier De Le Rue, Summit Series gear
from The North Face represents over 40 years
of experience in the mountains.
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GATORADE and LIGHTNING BOLT DESIGN
are registered trademarks of SVC, Inc. € 2010 8-VC, Inc.

ellery hollingsworth

wrapping up a long day /
elleryridesallday.com

tree jib / northstar-at-tahoe, california

photography by chris owen
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THE STATION
GOGGLE

~> # W B

Put gaps in your line, not your line of sight.
Learn more about Jusso and the Station goggle at giro.com,
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BLOOD AND GORE
INTENSE VIOLENCE
oy OTRONG LANGUAGE

©@2010 Activision Publishing, Inc. Activision and Call of Duty are registered trademarks of Activision Publishing, Inc.



ONLY ONE VEHICLE IS TOUGH ENOUGH
TO PLAY IN OUR WORLD.

CALLDUTY Jeep

Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC.



JACK LINK'S
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MATADOR

BEEF JERKY
Videos and more at facebook.com/matadorsnacks



Tom Routh

The Mind Behind FYi Design Department

By Colin Whyte/RedCard

DESIGN INNOVATIONS

From deep in B.C."

mountains, 39-year-old
Tom Routh helps craft deceptively simple
solutions to the probl

weath

ms snowboarders face

-wise. From the elegant function of

g
Burton’s [AK] line to a partnership with New

Balance, Routh’s FYi cultivates a client mix
s on their toes and on

that keeps employ

the cutting edge of elemental solutions.

Technical outerwear of this ilk is equipment. At FYi
near Pemberton B.C., Canada, it's given as much
respect as a race-car engine. Routh's ruthless.
“Snowboarding has made a huge impact on fash-
ion and street culture, which is really cool," he says.
“However, those trends don't define the sport. For
riders who are super focused on riding at a high
level, a lot of that stuff is just a joke...that doesn't
mean that everyone should tech-out. But it [should]

SOME NOTEWORTHY SHRED-SPECIFIC ITEMS FROM
ROUTH'S MIND AND HANDS OVER THE YEARS:

be said that if you choose to wear un-functional
gear, that actually works against you in an alpine
environment just because you think other peeps
will think you're cool...technically speaking-and
by definition—you're a poseur.”

Routh’s no poseur; he started shredding at Mt.
Bachelor in the early '80s ("pre-school”), was on
the Sims team from ‘87 to ‘90, during which time
he graced the Spring 1988 cover of TransWorld
SNOWhboarding, then became a “hard snow spe-
cialist” racing from ‘91 to '96, gradually moving
into backcountry riding on his own accord. After
designing his own CirqueWorks backcountry packs
for most of the '90s, he went in-house for technical
outerwear brand Arc'teryx working with some of
the best big-mountain riders around. He bailed to
start his own design firm, FYi, in ‘03. His obsession
with quality guaranteed a following, and FYi now
boasts design work with Burton's beloved [AK] line,
in addition to work with Patagonia, Apple, and other

FACES 075

Burton [AK] Guide Jacket
Arc'teryx Sidewinder Jacket

Arc'teryx M40 Pack
Burton [AK] Yeti Glove

heavies. With such a full schedule, Tom now focuses
his own riding on quality over quantity, choosing
the sled- and splitboard-accessed backcountry
in his own backyard for both product testing and
"product testing.”

Britt Berg, a newish FYi employee, explains her
move. “If there was a guild for this...well, FYi would
be it,” she says, citing Tom’s handmade ethos.
“Nothing is overlooked-this extends past design to
the exceptional quality of [Tom’s] people, dirt bikes,
sewing machines, cars, and sleds. He's a backwoods
B.C. redneck savant with an affinity for homemade,
world-class espresso and blower pow.”

Basically, the folks at FYi get their feet wet every day
so that we can stay dry. “Building stuff forces you
to consider every detail,” Routh says. “Building is
designing. If you only illustrate and punt, there is a
huge disconnect; you miss the crafting aspect, which
is the best part. That’s when you learn!”

PHOTO: ASHLEY BARKER
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Clean Cab two-sev front
%oard in Calgary.

AGE HOME

20 WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,
CANADA

SPONSORS

K2, THIRTYTWO, ASHBURY, ETNIES, RVCA,
ELM, MASA GLOVES, SOURCE SKATE SHOP

Gyspy Mob, break it down:
Basically, you have to be a snow-
boarder who's actually from
Manitoba—not some weekend-only
bullshit. You have to film some
moves with the Winnipeg Mob and
be tight. The crew is big these days.

Winnipeg shred city:

It's a really small scene, but a lot of
fun. Considering people have never
known snowboarding beyond a ter-
rible 120-foot hill, they really love it.

Should snowboard video parts
have skateboarding?

| personally think it's cool. Why not?
If John J can have fishing ...

Rail contests:

The ones organized by snow-
boarders are cool. They used to

be mayhem as far as tricks go.
Nowadays | feel like they've cleaned
up a lot. We can thank the lack of
contests and the influence of video
parts for that.

Wizard tricks:

Honestly, they‘re so horrible. Do
whatever you'd like, | guess; person-
ally, I just can’t watch. Check that VG
bonus where Louif does a few for
jokes—it's great!

Are you serious about snow-
boarding?

I'd like to make it my living, so |
guess I'm pretty serious. Being

serious about something is cool, | A <
think. | don't appreciate "too cool” . - g
attitudes, though. =

SEQUENCE: SCOTT S5ERFAS
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SPPSES——

Dive into a land loaded with adventure
sports and adventurous flavors. Satisfy
your appetite for excitement on the
diverse terrain at one of our eight
renowned resorts and give your taste
'buds a rush aprés-ski with some of the
Southwest’s tastiest cuisine. For a free
vacation guide, call 800.733.6396 ext.198

or visit newmexico.org

B S

NEW,
MEXICO

LAND or ENCHANTMENT
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Alek Ostreng

é\\.' p’n “

AGE HOME
1 9 RYKKINN, NORWAY

SPONSORS

FORUM, FOURSQUARE, ELECTRIC

Where's your local hill?

It's called Kirkerudbakken. It's a super
small hill close to my house. You can
getlike 30 lapsin a day. Actually, many
snowboarders grew up at this hill, like
Danny Larsen, Andreas [Wiig], Eric
Botner, Stale [Sandbech]. It's super
small with a few jumps, a mini halfpipe,
and a few rails. It's pretty fun!

Your shred crew:

| ride a lot with Stale Sandbech and
homeys from back home. The Forum
team, too.

How did you get the nickname
“Donkey”?

Because | ate a lot of Dunkin’ Donuts
and | thought it was called Donkey's
Donuts. And then Pat[Moore] and Nic
[Sauve] started calling me Donkey.

You just hit your firstjump into pow-
der, how was it?

It was so fun! It was the first time being
filmed from a heli, too. It was kind of
scary dropping in and hearing the
engine and the rotors.

One feature:

A mellow jump. Jumps are fun. Or
maybe just powder nowthat I've tasted
it. | like all kinds of features, though...

Whatis something that you accom-
plished this past season?

I'm most stoked that | stayed free of
injuries. | had a lot of fun just riding;
I had a lot of time just to ride and not
think about contests or filming.

Your big snowboard dream:
To ride as much as | can, for as long as
I can. We'll see what happens ...

‘Alek iSatalent. He picks stuff
upsuper quick He hasa
bright futtireinsnowboarding
for sure"—Andreas Wiig_

The "hero shots” just keep
coming. Inverted brick trick in
Oslo, Norway.

UH

ECH PORTRAIT: IAN R

PHOTO: FRODE SANDB



USEFUL FOR SIGNALING. IF YOU WANT TO BE FOUND. lem

For outdoorsmen, it's all about getting out there. The Zippo Outdoor Line helps make
sure they get back. With everything from a hand warmer to an emergency fire starter kit,
this rugged, durable line is designed to keep adventurers warm in the coldest conditions.

Select products available at Sportsman’s Warehouse stores and in The Sportsman’s Guide catalog. All products available on Zippo.com
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Lucas Debari

For burly Baker lines and AK descents, Lucas shreds with this kit.

Your all time favorite board graphic? What gear has to be right before you'll go
Jamie Lynn, the blue girl.  shred?
Goggles. Foggy goggles suck, so | always roll
How long does a deck normally last you?  with at least one extra pair in the pack.
A full season if it's a good board.
How do you tweak a new setup when it's
What's in your board quiver?  fresh out of the box?
A 159 Rome Anthem SS for everything, and a | double-check the durability by having a solid
158 Rome Agent for the park.  couch jib session.

Age: 22

. Home Mountain: Mt. Baker, Washington
Sponsors: The North Face, Rome, Dragon
Height: 5’7"

Weight: 170 lbs.

Stance: Regular, 22.5 inches wide, 21, -9

GOGGLES: DRAGON
ROGUE ($135)

BALACLAVA: THE NORTH
FACE NINJA ($40)

JACKET: THE NORTH FACE
CRYPTIC BIZZO ($480)

BOARD: ROME
ANTHEM SS 159 ($400)

BINDINGS: ROME
TARGA ($250) GLOVES: THE NORTH
FACE DECAGON ($80)

,‘_"‘
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PANTS: THE NORTH FACE
CRYPTIC BIZZO ($350) -

BOOTS: ROME FOLSOM, l
SIZE 9 ($250)
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the Whistler backcountry.
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ANDREW HARDINGHAM ADAM DOWELL FOREST BAILEY

INTRODUCING SIMON’S ALL NEW SIGNATURE GLOVE,
PART OF THE LOFAT SERIES.

Features include an Aquabloc Waterproof, Windproof, Breathable insert,
Breathable Airmesh, Silicone paim printing, Lycra inner cuff and much more...
( 'simon says’ color way shown )
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www.DROPMFG.com




Actual Go Pro video still. Camera is pole mounted using handiebar/seatpost mount.

HD HERO

Starting at $179

Wearable HD Video

1080p / 960p / 720p HD Video
Professional Quality Sound
Waterproof 180’ / 60m
Integrated Battery Warmer
Lithium-lon Rechargeable
32GB SD Compatible

30 and 60 FPS Recording
5MP Auto Photo Mode
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mthigh.com
i facebook.com/ mthigh

- twitter.com/ mthigh

NIGHT RIDING
7 days a week
until 10 pm
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ALL DAY EVERYDAY...

New top to bottom East park

Text mthigh to 99158 for powder alerts, ticket deals’
and event info
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5030 LEATHER BELT WITH POLISHED BLACK ENAMEL BULLETS,
SINGLE PRFPE_U(KLE AND BULLET KEEPER. ARMOURDILLOBRAND.COM
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TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL 800.290.5200
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EVERYTHING ACTION SPORTS




Photo: Nacho Vaz
TURBINE TEAM:
Billy Brown

Eric Brovich

A turbine

b o ardwe a
www.turbmeboardwear,com
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Chris Grenier
by oli gagnon .

Salomonder 151
Boss Bindings
salomonsnowboards.com

_—_ ’ Friend: Louif
|

2 ride for real.
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Louif Paradis
by ¢li gagnon

Drift 154

: Code Bindings
3 : F20 Boots
salononsnowbcoards.com

Volt Pants
Sketch Hoodie
-bonﬁresnowboarding.com

.Friends: Jed, Tyler & Keegan

ride for real.













Snowboarding is about possibility. No matter the year, the newest trick, or  With openers, enders, covers, and backing from snowboarding’s best and
the standards of what we call progression, there's always a new generation  biggest, they're the new, leading the charge along each of their respective
coming of age—always new kids on the horizon. What remains the same is

paths. This past season, Johnnie Paxson gapped the style bridge between
the come-up, and what'’s next. The six riders featured here are rising fast. urbanand airtime. Jess Kimura’s street tech blurred more gender lines than

JESS KIMURA

BEN BILOCO

4 Y
’*ﬁ :
g =
MARK SOLLORS =

P. 094



out a rail part that’s been on repeat from coast to coast. Bilocqg, Habenicht,
Kimura, Paxson, Sollors, Valaika. Having spent the last several years pushing

Lady Gaga. Mark Sollors showed full-spectrum talents with his In Color seg-
ment. Blair Habenicht used his Northwest knowledge to charge in Alaska.

Ben Bilocg's night moves put Bob Seger to shame.
And finally, Keegan Valaika looked toward the mountains, all while putting

JOHNNIE PAXSON

|

KEEGAN VALAIKA

themselves into the light as virtual unknowns, these six riders have finally

arrived. It's time we hear their words.

~

BLAIRHABENICHT

INTERVIEWS ;




BIRTHDATE: March 3, 1986 SPONSORS: Rome, DaKine, Anon, Nike Snowboarding
HOMETOWN: Gresham, Oregon ~ VIDEO: FODT The Arena

“Not everyone
gets to do what
they love for
their job. I've
learned to take
advantage of
it while | can.”

P. 0%6

Johnnie Paxson stands tall. Some call him “Big Pony.” He's a Mt. Hood loyalist and
a “genuine, spiritual, fearless dude with sick-ass style,” says MFM. Since ravag-
ing Hood as a young buck and guinea-pigging booters before the big film crews
did, he’s elevated what it means to be a versatile snowboarder-proving you can
backlip a 30-stair street rail and drop a double cork all in the same day.-B.G.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

Self-discipline. Commitment. Hard work.
A lot of snowboarding, that's for sure.
Yeah, | just snowboarded a lot and stuck
with it. | worked park crew at [Mt. Hood])
Meadows, and | rode a lot then. When
Marco put me on Sound, | got to film for
Hard To Earn. Filming for that is how | really
got to where | am now.

Who has influenced your riding the
most?

Anyone | see or people I've met who
just snowboard and have fun with it.
That's what gets me pumped more than
anything—people who are stoked on
snowboarding. There have definitely
been pros | was hyped on coming up:
Marc Frank, Scotty Wittlake, Travis Rice,
and others. Basically anyone who's stoked
on shredding—and you can tell they're
hyped by the way they're snowboarding.

What direction are you taking your
snowboarding?

| definitely want to stay with the street
stuff. | like doing the urban snowboarding
thing; it's super fun. | also want to check
out the Dew Tour and X Games, if | can
get in. | think contests are a good way
to progress your snowboarding. To be
able to compete at that high level you
need to practice and snowboard a lot,
which iswhat |lwantto do. The last couple
years |'ve justbeen filming and it's sick-it's
what | love to do—but atthe same time I'm
not snowboarding as much as you would
think. If I can go and ride good parks early
season, learn new tricks and get on point,
I'd be hyped. After that, I should be ready
to go into filming, be able to land tricks
quicker, not crash as much. Less injuries,
hopefully...

How has your life changed now that
you do this fora “job"?

It's pretty much the same exceptltravel a
lot more. | kind of always treated it like a
job even when it wasn't. It's nice to know
that it is my job now, it makes being out

there all the time and working at it like it
is, more justifiable. It hasn't changed too
much, though. I'm still snowboarding as
much as | was before.

What do you think is the biggest
problem in snowboarding?

The haters. There're a lot of haters out
there. There's no need for it—put that
energy towards something positive.
Everyone has their own style, their own
way of doing things. It's all about the love
forsnowboarding and that's what it should
be about. The people who are stoked and
really love snowboarding are the people
who will be there in the end.

What's one thing every snowboarder
should do?

Find what you love about snowboarding
and do that. Follow what you're good at,
what you're stoked on.

What's your biggest pursuit outside
of snowboarding?

Finding other ways to exert energy that
are fun and healthy. Surfing is sick. | want
to pursue that more. | used to live in
Maui and surf there. We skipped school
abunch and went surfing a ton-the water
was warm and waves were perfect. | was
spoiled so when | came back to Oregon |
kinda dropped it. lwant to go somewhere
that has the perfect wave.

MFM has taken you under his wing, what
lessons have you learned from him?

To stick with it, He's not the youngest guy
in the game, he’s probably one of the
oldest, and he’s still out there, still doing
it, still killing it. He takes care of his body,
he's stoked on life, stoked on snowboard-
ing. He's gotareally good business sense;
he’s smart about that stuff. He just loves
life and that's something | try to take from
him. We're pretty blessed to be in our
situations, being able to snowboard for
a living. Not everyone gets to do what
they love for their job. I've learned to take
advantage of it while | can.

PORTRAIT: SCOTT SERFAS
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“You can't just
expect things.
First, you have
to prove it's
possible.”

P. 100

JESS KIMURA

BIRTHDATE: May 25,1986  SPONSORS: Capita, Volcom, Union, Coal, Monster, Electric Visual, Nixon, Celtek,

HOMETOWN: Vernon,B.C.  ThirtyTwo, etnies

VIDEO: Think Thank's Right Brain Left Brain, Peep Show's Let's Make Better

Mistakes Tomorrow

Armed with a veteran work ethic, heavy bag of tricks, and a determination as con-
crete as her masonry skills, Jess is an unfiltered, talented young woman who just
wants to thrash her snowboard—-nothing else. There are no Maxim photoshoots,
preapproved schedules, or private terrain. No agent or PR council to manage her
every move. And according to her, there never will be. Read, and take note.-A.H.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

I kept busting my ass and getting really
mad when people told me | couldn't do
things. Not many people know how to
work hard anymore, and doing construc-
tion made me realize what a real job was.
Iwas bitter for years, trying to keep it real,
but it seemed like | was going nowhere.
Meanwhile, the dick suckers would be
getting everything handed to them. I'm
justnotthe dick sucker. Ittook me longer
because of that.

How has your life changed now that
you do this fora “job”?

This whole time, all | needed was a chance.
Blue [Montgomery] and [Sean] Genovese
gave me that chance. It's all about snow-
boarding, and people that | respect are
hyped on what I'm doing. This is just my
first try—my virgin try.

What direction are you looking to take
your snowboarding?

I want to diversify and have access to do
more. Everyone thinks | only ride rails, but
I used to ride boardercross—like national
teams! Ride more powder, hitmore jumps,
and learn tricks girls have never done. And
switch—more switch shit gets me hyped.
[Laughs] it'd be so funny to go f-king
boardercross against all those cheese-
bagsagain.

How do you go from boardercross to
kink rails?

It's the same shit about balance, con-
trol, and knowing when to dodge. It's
about knowing how to snowboard, not
just doing one thing. From all the rail shit
| did this year, I'm going to have way more
control on big jumps. People don't think
it crosses over, but it does.

Who or what has influenced your
riding the most?

Skateboarding and Think Thank. Marie-
France [Roy], because she did it with the
video part. Back in the day, Janna [Meyen]
and Tara [Dakides]. What those girls did,

evenonVHS, isinsane. Some of their parts
from back then are way better than any
part out this year.

One thing that every snowboarder
should do?

Buy every old VHS snowboard movie
you can find, and watch them over and
over and over again—Subjekt Haakonsen.
For Ben [Bilocq] and |, it's part of our
breakfast program.

What do you think is the biggest issue
for women'’s snowboarding?

Laziness, complacency, and spoiled-brat
syndrome. I've seen chicks show up to the
first day of shooting and be like, “Oh, the
landing is f-ked. Bye.” Or they don't show
up at all, because they were partying all
night or some shit. It blows my mind ...
we're here to snowboard, not dick around!
Goto Tim Hortons and drink coffee if you
don't want to be here. I'm definitely not
in the clique-I try to stay far away from
that shit.

You apprentice in masonry. Doesit help
with getting on a crew?

Years ago, | wanted to build a drop-
in ramp. Some dude said, "You're a
chick. You can't do this shit." | was like,
“Motherf-ker, what?" | studied the shit
outof everything. Got construction jobs,
earned respect, and moved up the chain.
Right now, I'm working on my chainsaw
skills! After people film with me, they're
like, “Yeah, we should bring her! She's
pretty useful ”

You mentioned not wanting to be a
celebrity. How about money?

Back inthe day, they were f—king working
for it. Certain people think that snow-
boarding owes them something. I'm not
looking to get rich. | just want to make
the same amount that | would have made
working construction. If | could just buy
a really shitty house or a shitty piece of
property that | can build a workshop on
and liveinatent...|just wanttoolsformy
workshop, man!

ER

PORTRAIT: ASHLEY BARKE
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BIRTHDATE: April 20, 1986
HOMETOWN: Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada

SPONSORS: Burton, Electric, Monster, Gravis, Showcase
VIDEO: TransWorld SNOWhoarding's In Calor

3 MARK SOLLORS

“Just get out of
the park, off
the groomers,
and give real
snow a try.”

P. 102

Mark is a modest man. If you called him that, even he would tell you it's an over-
statement. He’s quietly plodded along, riding stronger and smoother year after
year—without boasting. Word finally spread, though. He's been on the come-up
in Canada for years and this recognition in the States is overdue. With a standout
video part this year he is humbly bucking the Canadian Curse.-B.G.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

| look back on it quite a bit, wonder-
ing how | made it to where | am, too ...
because even for me | don’t understand
it. I've been fortunate to surround myself
with people that are well-involved in
the industry, just really good people in
general. | kept grinding, riding, and a lot
of the whole “self-marketing” | could have
been doing-they did for me.

What or who has influenced your
riding the most?

Friends. | had good riding friends, and we
just kept on boarding together. | looked at
alot of other riders like "l want to do that or
be like this," too—but riding with my friends
really led me to where | am now and made
me a better person because of it.

What snowboard video has had the
biggest impact on you?
The Resistance. Devun's part was so good!

In what direction are you taking your
snowboarding?

Definitely not Olympic-bound, that's for
sure. | want to keep filming as much as
I can. That's where | see myself. | grew up
watching guys like Devun Walsh and was
like “Hey, this is what | want to do.” Finally,
thanks to Joe [Carlino] and TransWorld,
| got the opportunity to dedicate a year
to filming. I'm really happy with how it
turned out. Hopefully it opens up doors
to continue filming, to keep being creative
and riding with friends.

How has your life changed now that
you do this for a “job”?

More traveling, basically. I think it's amaz-
ing—I'm getting to see the whole world on
someone else’s budget. I'm very lucky,
that's for sure. But when I'm always on
the road, | miss out on a lot back home.

What is B.C. snowboarding to you?
B.C. [British Columbia] really is back-
country, basically. The west coast of B.C.

is all amazing coastal mountains. We're
surrounded by amazing snow and crazy
backcountry. | think Mikey Renczis doing
some awesome things. Justriding every-
thing he can here, as much powder as
he can...

What's the hardest part of riding in
the backcountry?

Reading lines. Lines are absolutely the
hardest thing, ever. To look at them from
the bottom, and be like, "All right, I'll go
around here, hit that tree, go off that
pillow over here, do that.” Then you get
to the top and all you see is one tree, and
you're notsure if that's the right one you're
supposed to go around. I think that's why
I've neverhad aline in any video part-I've
never successfully done one.

What do you think is the biggest threat
to snowboarding?

Honestly, the biggest threat is ski-
ing. Parents start their kids out on skis
and want to get them on a snowboard
someday. But freestyle skiing is getting
so big that kids are like, “Ahh, | already
know how to ski, I'll just hit this same
jump like the snowboarders." They
don’t take the chance on snowboard-
ing. | have a lot of awesome skier friends,
and they do some gnarly shit, too, but
lwantto make sure that our sport doesn’t
disappear.

What's one thing every snowboarder
should do?

Ride real snow. I'm blow away by the
difference between resort powder and
backcountry powder. After a snowstorm
you can use a snowmobile and ride amaz-
ing snow all day with no one around.
If you can go by snow cat, heli, orgetona
snowmobile to ride real snow, it'sincred-
ible. Going as fast as you can, ollieing off
of whatever you want, it's like a cushion
beneath you. You don't have to worry
about hitting old tracks or groomers or
anything. Just get out of the park, off the
groomers, and give real snow a try.
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“I was hanging on
to the heli skid

just thinking,
‘Okay, I'm gonna
toboggan down
this chute’-like
2,000 feet!”

P. 104

BIRTHDATE: April 3, 1982
HOMETOWN: Bellevue, Washington

You never know how it will happen. For Blair Habenicht, it was Granddad’s condo
at Washington’s steep and storied Crystal Mountain that made the difference.
He was on snow from day one and every weekend of his youth. He had a men-
tor in his cousin Scott Stamnes—a legend in the scene. Learning to ride itall in the
misty mountains of the Northwest, in the shadow of legendary killers like Temple
Cummins, Blair evolved into a versatile mountain man in his own right.—J.M.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

A lot of it has to do with my cousin Scott
[Stamnes]. My parents brought me up
skiing at Crystal since | was two, butthen
Scott gave me a snowboard. | went back
and forth for a while and then had a couple
good powder days on my snowboard and
never skied again. From there, Scottintro-
duced me to Pete Saari and Matt Remine
and a couple other people at Mervin and
they started giving me boards, which
was fantastic! When | got out of high
school | just wanted to snowboard, but |
decided to goto school-| picked Western
Washington University because it was the
closest school to Mt. Baker. In winters I'd
take a Tuesday/Thursday schedule and
spentthe rest of the time riding. The year |
graduated | goton Volcom and Lib upped
their level of support, so since then it's
beenago.

Who has influenced yourriding

the most?

Temple Cummins was definitely the
biggest influence on my riding. Growing
up, I'd see Temple cruising around at
Crystal Mountain and I'd lurk behind him
in the liftline until he said hi, then I'd ride
with him for as long as | could keep up—
and he neverwaits foranybody. It showed
me how you're supposed to snowboard-
which is fast. The way he rides is the type
ofsnowboarding I've always aspired to do:
ride powder, ride in the backcountry, lines,
trees ... he was always a huge inspiration.

And that's the direction you've taken
your snowboarding?

Yeah, just Washington! Backcountry,
snow-the backcountry is so vast here.
| grew up at Crystal Mountain. There was
never a park there or anything, so my
friends and | just started exploring the
sidecountry. Most of Crystal Mountain is
sidecountry and backcountry. That really
just dictated where snowboarding was
gonna take me. | would go ride park at

Snoqualmie on the weekdays, but | was
always way more drawn toward going for
a hike and trying to get a line.

What does Mt. Baker mean to you?
Itisone of the mosticonic placesto snow-
board in the world. Just take the Banked
Slalom—it draws such an international
crowd. You getto see your favorite pros—
legends! Before | moved to Baker | entered
the race and being there just made me
want to move to Baker. | saw Terje riding
down under [Chair] Five and it was all time
for me. The terrain at Baker is perfect for
snowboarding: pillows everywhere, it's
steep, trees are spaced perfectly—just
pick your line.

How do you know if you're actually a
local at Baker?

I've heard ten years-like, living in Glacier.
Is it having a pass? | don’t know. | don't
claim local. Lucas Debariis a local. | con-
sider myself just a local of Washington
even though this will be my eleventh
season of having a pass to Baker.

Talk about that shot at the beginning
of Now/Here when you jump out of
the heli on that peak? What were you
thinking?

| was hanging on to the heli skid just
thinking, "Okay, I'm gonna toboggan down
this chute"-like 2,000 feet! The heli peeled
away and | was like, “Okay, it's so steep
| can't even put my bindings on.” It took
some work to getstrapped in, then Itook a
couple deep breaths and dropped. That's
how it goes up there. If you don't feel
comfortable, you back down, but once
you're up on top, it's go time.

Did that trip to Alaska change you?

Definitely. | came back home to
Washington after that trip and looked at
lines that I've been looking at for years—
especially some lines at Crystal-that look
so crazy, like, “No one can do that” and now
I'm like, "l can do that, Let's hike over there.”

SPONSORS: Volcom, Lib Tech, Dragon, One Ball Jay,
Crystal Mountain, Mount Baker Snowboard Shop
VIDEQ: Absinthe’s Now/Here, Volcom's 919/




Blairearned a B.A. before

going to AK. Now he's pursuing
advanced studies in Shredology
at the University of Haines.

PHOTO: CRISPIN CANNON/NOWHERE
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“Huge kickers
in the street ...
This isn't Moto
cross! We're
not stuntmen.”

P. 106

HOMETOWN: Boulder, Colorado

As a kid, Keegan famously said no to the B.S. It all could’ve gone wrong, but

his bold convictions would pay off: urban enders, backcountry parts, a college
degree, running a company, and gaining respect from both old and young. Just
21, Keegan's already seen it all-and he’s got a few things on his mind.-A.H.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

Snowboarding was never something that
| planned on. It's not that | didn’t want to
be pro, but | was never in that position.
I got lucky, won Hot Dawgz & Hand Rails,
and [Dave] Driscoll at Burton hooked me
up. But | never liked doing contests, so
I kind of laid it outthere: “If you guys don't
mind, I'd like to do other stuff ... " They've
been super supportive and constantly
believed in me. Driscoll saw early on that
| was more fit for filming.

Has your life changed now thatyou do
this fora “job"?

As long as | can separate myself from the
bullshit, I'm good. There are times when it
feels like work, but you shouldn't be here
just to get paid. It's still insanely fun for
me, and that keeps the "job" feeling away.

Whatdirection are you looking to take
your snowboarding?

Dude ... really? I'd go live in the woods
with Wyatt Stasinos and ride powder all
yearl [Laughs] The idea of something new,
like AK for a full year? Very enticing. | love
riding rails, but it's good to switch it up a
bit—keep it next-level and fresh.

Whose career do you most admire?
[Jake] Blauvelt. This sounds so gay, but
he followed his heart. He was just, “F=k
you guys, always trying to make me do
this shit. All | want to do is ride powder.”
And he actually did it! He rode powder,
and everyone was, “Holy f-k! This kid's
amazing!” It's so cool to see someone do
what they really want, and have it turn
outso well.

Who or what has influenced your
riding the most?

Jeffy [Anderson] and [Nate] Bozung.
Those guys made it look like skating.
Snowboarding on rails can look so cool,
but it can look so gay, too. Those guys
made ita lot cooler than anyone out there.

So you're against making huge kickers
onto rails?

You have a snowboard. You can ollie!
This isn't rollerblading! | know it'd be a

lot easier with a four-foot jump up to a rail,
but I'd much rather ollie. I've shown up to
plenty or rails where it's like, "What the
f—k, man? Was there a skier here?" Anyone
can 360 on when there's a four-foot lip.

Talk a bit about Gnarly Clothing.
Gnarly started as a kid in Laguna. My
friends and | were basically mocking the
overly gay surf scene at the time. We'd
write “Gnarly!” all over our shit, go down
tothe beach, and, “Gnarrr, bro!” [Laughs]
We began making shirts, and eventually,
here we are. We definitely want to grow,
but we're not necessarily trying to whore
ourselves out, either. Our main focus is
supporting the kids that we believe in.

You're one of the few pros in college.
How's the grind?

The basic planisto get abusiness degree
from UC Boulder. It sucks being on the
eight-year program, taking each spring off
to film, but it's something | want. College
is perfect for snowboarding. And this is
a safety net, as well. That stupid f-king
piece of paper is a huge insurance plan
for snowboarding.

What is one thing every snowboarder
should do?

Ride a linein AK. That's been the highlight
of my career. Standing on top on those
mountains, looking 360 degrees around,
and you can’t see an end to the peaks. It's
the whole experience. You don't care if
you never take another run in your life. If
you're snowboarding, that’s the pinnacle.

What do you think is the biggest threat
for snowboarding?

Jocks. Jocks suck so f-king bad! Huge
kickers in the street—-Brisse Gap shit-I
hate that. That's the worst thing for snow-
boarding. This isn't motocross! We're not
stuntmen. I'd rather see precise snow-
boarding—kids like Jed [Anderson], where
everything is so calculated. It's way more
important than saying, “Let's go 400 miles
per hour and jump from this parking lot
to that one,” you know?

BIRTHDATE: Scptember 27,1983 SPONSORS: Burton, Gnarly, Electric, Active, Mimi's Cookies
VIDEO: TransWorld SNOWboarding's In Color
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" ... triple corks—
we're just going
more toward
freestyle skiing,
like aerials.
People want
to do it, that's
fine, but it's
like all about
performance.
Style isn't there.”

P. 110

BIRTHDATE: August 6, 1986
HOMETOWN: Charny, Québec, Canada.

Ben broke from the East and headed for Whistler. Then he broke away from his
big pack of bros to stay in the mountains and make it happen. Building on solid
skills from a youth spent in the streets of Québec, Ben found his powder legs last
winter and ended his part in Bon Voyage with a couple shots that show he's more
than just another French-Canadian rail kid.-J.M.

How did you make it to where you are
now in snowboarding?

| probably did the exact same thing as
everybody else. | moved to Whistler
with all my friends, thinking we were
all gonna jump and stuff. That first year
we ended up riding park all season and
then going back to Québec to film and
never filmed anything in Whistler. That
was a bummer for most of the guys, so
they all pretty much moved back home.
| liked it here and thought | had to sepa-
rate myself from all my friends, because
we came as one big group of French-
Canadians and didn't speak English to
other people. | thought by staying here
| could learn English better and ride
more in the mountains. | think staying in
Whistler set me apart from the group.

Who has influenced you the most?
For a while | was hanging with Dan
Migneault. He was a big influence just by
the way he looked at thinks differently.
He would say stuff like, “I'm gonna buy
myself a good meal if | land this trick."
| never saw things that way; | was always
trying to save money and stuff. But he said
you need to give yourself incentives—it
keeps you sane. Little random actions like
that just made me open my eyes and think
about stuff differently—snowboarding or
just life in general.

What direction are you looking to take
your snowboarding?

I was just watching the People video, and
the stuff looks so cool, but most of it is
being pulled by a cable or a bungee-
which is fun, but I'm trying to get natural
speed as much as possible for the stuff
I do. Whether it's building a snowbank
to drop off or just looking for a natural
hill. On rail trips I'll look for a little slope,
go to a park and find something. Most of
the time it works. It makes a day of film-
ing more fun, more natural. You can strap
in beside your friend, talk, make jokes—
you don't bum your friends out because
they have to pull abungee orit'sone ata
time on the drop-in ramp. Sometimes it
seems like if it's so hard to get the speed
oryou need atruck, it's justtoo much of a
mission for one trick.

| don’t have many new ideas for the street
or rails, but| think | have so much to learn
about backcountry riding, that's what's
making me most stoked to strap in right
now. It's about getting more knowledge
and getting better at snowboarding. | feel
itmore every day thatl go out on my sled.

Whattrick in your Bon Voyage part are
you most stoked on?

I guess that back ten, ‘cause that's the first
time | really did it. It took me three tries.
I'tried it a couple times before, butit's just
one of those tricks that you know when you
find the right jump, you're gonna land it.
That was at Grizzly Gulch~the deepest
snow | ever had. Actually, too deep. I got
that Cab nine but in the film shot | disap-
peared for so long, | had to go up and
do it again.

Where do you see streetriding going?
I'm a little scared that rail riding is gonna
fade away a little bit. You watch just a rail
part and it's like there's something miss-
ing. There're so many big gaps, like what
Finger On Da Trigger is doing, and on
the other side you have the different stuff
that Think Thank guys do. This stuff makes
street riding way more exciting. | thinkit's
going toward more original stuff.

What's one thing every snowboarder
should do?

| don’t have to tell kids what to do. They
know. I think kids know more about it than
most professionals, as far as doing it for
what it is—for the joy of it, the feeling it
gives. Like when your face is frozen but
you did a good trick ... kids who go and
do it on the weekends because they love
it, they know what to do already.

What do you think is the biggest threat
to snowboarding?

The triple corks—we're just going more
toward freestyle skiing, like zerials. People
want to do it, that's fine, but it’s like all
about performance. Style isn't there. How
many flips and spins did you do and how
much did your arms move? Did you hold
your position? Judging that is the exact
same thing as a ski contest. What makes
one guy different from another guy?

SPONSORS: Nitro, LI, Raiden, ThirtyTwo, ctnies, Ashbury, DaKine, RVCA, Elm
VIDEO: Videograss’ Bon Voyage

PORTRAIT: ANDY WRIGHT






AN ALASKAN
ADVENTURE OF EPIC
PROPCRTIONS

Py,

show scale and craziness of
fhin. They danced instead

Huge claims. Even with Travis Rice, John Jackson, and Mark Landvik on the trip, photographer
Scott Serfas came back from a month shooting in Alaska’s remote Tordrillo Range for Rice's
forthcoming film, Flight, claiming it like a freshman after his first college kegger. Everything was
the “craziest; best, biggest, sickest, heaviest ever..." The thing is, Serfas ain‘t no freshman, he's
more of a “Frank The Tank" in snowboard media. He's been here for years. He's seen and shot it
all and yet we could only scratch our heads at his giddy e-mails, claiming that “this trip was the
best snowboarding trip in history.” Too bad they couldn’t smuggle a writer along on the trip. We
were stuck with a secondhand account from our key photographer with a vocabulary limited to
just three adjectives: best, biggest, and greatest.







On the one hand, we figured Serfas was
just drunk on the Brain Farm Kool-Aid: the
big-budget, high-tech production company
that makes the rest of snowboard filmmak-
ing look like kid's stuff. Of course, this part is
true~Serfas was under the spell. Perspectives
get a bit skewed when you're eating steak
and lobster every night and flying around in
helicopters with money blowing out the win-
dows. The crew boasts more and better cam-

era equipment than a National Geographic
expedition and burns more heli fuel than a
whole Army Apache squadron. And on this
trip, Rice's entourage was up to their usual
tricks: flying flat-screens into their remote
lodge to watch movies on the down days,
and shooting high-powered military weap-
onry to stave off “boredom” when the clouds
came in. But when the sky broke, the dudes
definitely charged.

See that poster right there? Pull it out to see the jumbo
version of this back ten double-cork by John Jackson.
Go on, whip it out,




After hitting the cornice

n top, Rice turned
into a ¢

<" explains
prepared for the

“WHEN THE SKY
BROKE, THE DUDES
DEFINITELY CHARGED.”
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that looks almost over-vert




All three riders
drop

made it a bit
more risky. John
J on the far left
actually aired
to Rice'’s line in
the middle and
landed

few feetin

of him




We'll all have to wait another whole
year for the release of Flight to con-
firm Serfas’ claim that "Travis changed
snowboarding forever, again.” But this
collection of exclusive images provides
a glimpse of the madness and scope of
this mission with John Jackson sending
some of the “biggest, highest airs ever”
... which, according to Serfas, he rode
into completely blind. Where Travis
rode vertical Alaskan spines airing into
and out of his lines with the “casualness
of someone dropping into a snowboard
park.” In case you haven't figured it out
by now, it's a pretty big deal.

up in the action

“TRAVIS CHANGED
SNOWBOARDING
FOREVER, AGAIN.”

—Scott Serfas



KYRGYZSTAN MADE HEADLINES THIS PAST SPRING FOR DEADLY
POLITICAL CLASHES-BUT WE WERE THERE FIRST, RIDING FRESH
AND MAKING FRIENDS.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC BERGERI | BY JENNIFER SHEROWSKI
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YOU CAN TRAVEL THE WORLD

on your snowboard, and the five
people who took this trip are living
proof. But here’s the thing—you
can't keep going to the Alps every
time you step on a plane. Real
adventurers have to get out of their
comfort zone sooner or later. This is
how TransWorld and friends ended
up in a mysterious former-Soviet
country bordering China-a place

called Kyrgyzstan.

We know you're probably not gonna run off and book
a ticket to somewhere you can't pronounce after reading
this. Not just because it's remote and rugged. Not even
because Kyrgyzstan ousted its president in a series of
bloody riots a mere month after we left (timing is every-
thing!). We just know that if you have a couple grand to
spare, you'll probably hit a helilodge in B.C. or something.
And that's okay. At the same time, though, someone has
to go to these wild places and ride—just to find out what's
there, because despite the lure of the adventure, there’s
a lotto be learned about the world by seeing it from the
deck of your snowboard.

However, not every rider is cut out for the kind of
trip that, going into it, you know will be both enriching
and a little horrifying. You're absolutely not ensured
bluebird skies or blower pow-the only guarantee is
a unique foreign escapade. And we were definitely
headed into the unknown. On the upside, there weren't
any State Department travel warnings at the time. On the
downside, we were hard pressed to dig up any visitor’s
information at all. It was almost a vacuum of info. We
were mostly navigating on Kyrgyzstan's reputation as
the “Switzerland of Central Asia” and a vague itinerary
from our contact, Samuel Maret—a European expatriate
running a tour company called Nomad's Asia based out
of the capital city of Bishkek.

To be fair, it's not that horrifying things actually hap-
pen on voyages like this, necessarily—usually it's our own
bullshit that breaks us down. When we wentto India a few
years back to snowboard, Ryan Thompson—a notorious
germaphobe-literally made himself sick worrying about
all the microbes floating around in the food and water.

By the end of the trip, he was weak, paranoid, and eat-
ing nothing but energy bars he'd stowed away from the
home country. It was a panic-button situation, times 1,000.

Lucky for me and photographer Eric Bergeri, my trusty
travel wingman for the past three winters, we had a rock-
solid crew headed to Kyrgyzstan. Eric's friend, a French
freestyle destroyer named Sylvain Bourbousson, was
on board from the beginning. After haggling with a few
other prospective pros, | e-mailed Canadian firecracker
Robin Van Gyn, and the next morning, bing! A message
in my in box: “That sounds amazing! | am 100 percent
down for that trip.” Then, a quick inquiry to Colorado
elicited this response from shred-vet Chad Otterstrom:
"Hey Jen. Yeah, count me in, that sounds awesome.” Ass-
kickers, both of ‘em.

So we had a good crew with good priorities, those of
adventure and personal enrichment, and that makes any
trip. Now, there was a lot to learn. Kyrgyzstanisincredible-
a mountainous territory containing 40 different tribes
hailing from a nomadic culture that traces directly back
to Genghis Khan. The northwestern Himalayas sweep
down onto barren, wind-scoured plains where, outside
city limits, people mostly live off the land. Not all that
long ago, the Kyrgyz were widely nomadic—roaming the
steppe year round and sleeping in yurts. However, when
Soviet leader Joseph Stalin established borders for the
“Stans” in World War Il, he also encouraged (forced) the
territory's tribes to settle (because it's pretty hard to lord
over a nomadic population).

Anyway, the Kyrgyz are super proud and full of gritand
fire. They drink amphetamine-strength black tea all day
and, on holidays, play polo with the body of a headless
goat (the game's called Kok-boru). Plus, after enduring
decades of Soviet occupation, they've overthrown their
government twice in the last five years.
| gleaned as much information as | could about

T Locals in the midst of a serious Kok-boru match
Basically, it's polo with the body eadless goat
Yeah, look closely. It's a wholesome national pastime.
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MISSION POSSIBLE

HOW TO PLAN FOR AN EXTREME FOREIGN ADVENTURE

ENLIST AN INSIDER
Don't visit somewhere
outlandish without
finding a local con-

tact (that's what the
Internet’s for!). Nomad's

Land Asia (homadsland.
ch) out of Bishkek orga-
nized everything for us,
from food and lodging
to transportation.

SECURE A VISA

Many exotic locales
require an entry visa.
Check the ever-chang-
ing list at the U.S. State
Department site travel.
state.gov.

i
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YOU WERE WARNED
If sudden political or
environmental dangers
develop, the State
Department will issue
an official travel warn-
ing. Check travel.state.
gov before hitting the
"buy” button on that
plane ticket.

PREVENTATIVE MEDS
If your destination is
third world, chances are
high that the Center for
Disease Control recom-
mends vaccinations.
Stay informed at
wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel.



Kyrgyzstan and its lore from the backseat of
the tour van—but it wasn't easy. As the comedy
of fates would have it, the guide appointed to
us by Samuel didn't speak English. He had a
heart of gold, but bless him, Azamat's third
language after Kyrgyz and Russian was French.
Like most Americans, | max out at one lan-
guage-American. Thus, much like in a game
of telephone, I'd always get the diluted sec-
ondhand story. Azamat would point to a sign
oralandmark or whatever and serve up some
fascinating fifteen-minute tale en francais.
Later, either Eric or Sylvain would give me the
severely abridged translation, out of laziness, |
assume. "That's it?” I'd ask, confused, notepad
and pen at ready. “Did he say anything else?”

In the summertime, the city of Bishkek is lush
and gorgeous, packed with so much flora you
might mistake it for a forest. Or so we heard.
Winteris a cruel mistress to any city, and Bishkek
in February was all mud puddles and shanty cig
shops. We were quick to split for the surround-
ing mountains. Ak Tash, or "White Stone,” was
ourfirststop—a café and an ancient T-bar at the
base of some savage mountains.

First run, Chad broke the T-bar—I'm not sure
how. | don‘t think it'd had much use recently.
When itwas working again, we found a powder
stash off to the right and then just went with it—
riding down past the cafe, down past the tour
van and the sheep nibbling dried grass, down
through rolling hills decked in silky snow all the
way to the valley floor. The sky was huge and
the foothills were stacks of maroon off in the
distance. | thought about wolves hunting the
steppes in some Russian folk story. Back in the
van, Azamat confirmed thatin the Naryn prov-
ince to the south, wolves often hunt humans
waiting out at lonely bus stops—but only in
the dead of winter when tastier food sources
are scarce. This zone had the jackals, though,
which are, according to Sylvain’s translation,
“small, ugly dogs that attack in packs and eat
you while you're still alive.”

Which brings me to my next subject, the
Kyrgyz diet. Food is a powerful component
to traveling; albeit subconsciously, people
become quite attached to their tastes and
routines. |'ve seen grown-ass riders reduced
to infancy after a week with no Starbucks.
On the other hand, cuisine is a huge source
of local pride. In Japan, if you refuse a be-
tentacled morsel that your host has offered

just because you think it's gross, you may as well be saying, "F-k
you.” I'm a vegetarian—which has its challenges when you're on the
road-butit's also gotten me out of some hairy situations. “No, thank
you, I'd love to try your pig’s foot soup, but, you see, I'm vegetarian.”

Much like with wolves and jackals, meat is a primary food source
of the Kyrgyz. It's tradition—back in the day, nomads weren'tin one
place long enough to farm for grains and vegetables. Azamat told
tales of national festivals where a village would eat an entire horse
from the inside out-bone marrow to blood sausage. You'd recover
from the gluttonous meat-fest with a soak in the tub, which appar-
ently aids digestion.

This rich, gamey cuisine had an interesting effect on our crew’s
psyche. It began with Robin adventurously ordering a meal thus:
“I'll have what he's having,” and gesturing to a guy in a bulbous fur
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hat sitting across the room. She
ended up with the Kyrgyz national dish,
besh barmak-boiled meatand noodles.
This included “things from the inside"~
discs of hard white fat wrapped in liver
and yellow, chewy nuggets of ... brains?
Stomach lining? She pushed her food
around and gamely ate a few bites,

“This ... has a really strong taste,”
she said.

“What's it taste like?"

“Animal fat.”

The theme continued once we
reached the mountain town of Karakol
with such delicacies as rice and liver
and sheep’s lard ravioli. Pretty soon,
everyone was demurely claiming "veg-
etarian.” For my part, | ate well. Fresh
bread came hot from an earthen oven,
the local almonds were righteous, and
when all else failed, there was always
cabbage salad.

The bulk of our trip was spent in
Karakol, a remote village down the road
from a ski resort of the same name—
Kyrgyzstan's biggest. Our guesthouse
entailed a few utilitarian rooms heated
by coal fire and a central dining room
table around which we ate all our meals.
With the exception of our long days on
hill, we never went out in Karakol, not
once-partly because of jet lag, partly
because the streets were dark and we
weren't sure what we'd find out there.

On trips like this, when you're
removed from modern-day escapes like
phone, Facebook, and television, peo-
ple’s personalities really come into play.
You hope you're traveling with people
who you can at least stand. I'm happy to
reportthateveryone power-bonded with
ease, and we successfully whiled away
many an hour by very simply talking—just
like they used to do in the olden days!

As stated before, Chad's a real ass-
kicker. Snowboarding isn't a right to
him-it's a privilege. He's down for an
adventure anytime, even if it just means
a weird stamp in his passport, and he
maintains a crucial balance of low-key
cool-headedness and "f-k it!” The lat-
ter came into play on an extra-dicey cliff
drop, something Sylvain scoped off the
side of the road. The landing was thin
at best and sent you hauling balls into
a riverbed. Not only was the drop not
Chad'’s idea, it was early in the morning and getting toward the tail
end of a long trip. However, refusing to let Sylvain hit something so
hairball alone, Chad strapped in and sentit-launching past the rocky
precipice and tweaking, as if he actually had some desire to be there.
Man, Chad, thank you for being a trooper.

It quickly became clear to me why Eric takes Sylvain on every trip
possible. He's one of those golden peaple. Literally, everyone likes this
guy—if not for his gleeful disposition, then for his style and supreme
shredding. He always wants to ride and loves to hit the hectic stuff no
one else will touch. Truth be told, he had so many shots at the end of

T

Sylvain Bourbousson rocks-te-fakie on a giant rooftop and upon re-
entry, slides back into the arms of his many adoring female fans.

the trip that we had to be like, “Can you just sit this one out?” | don’t
know why Sylvain isn’t more of a household name in North America,
except thatmaybe it actually has to do with his name—not American-
sounding enough, or something.

Anyway, Sylvain’s amusing, elf-like presence always lightened the
mood. When we'd been wallowing for hours through terrible sugar
snow at Karakol-all sweating and swearing to ourselves—he trudged
up calmly, lifted a handful of the crystalline snow grains and let them
sift through his fingers, and exclaimed, “It's just like we take for the
tea!” Laughing, he'd continue on his way.



Robin Van Gyn getting all
Evel Knievel. She motored
over this concrete canyon,
tweaking tail all the way.
She was just as brave at
the dinner table.
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As for Robin, she’s now one of my favorite female snowboarders.
She just knows how to deal. Take her to a rural Kyrgyz latrine and
she'll know to throw the toilet paper in the trash, local-style, instead
of down the pot where it'll clog the septic system. Take her to a foggy,
rock-peppered zone and she'll find a line. Build a kicker and she'll
backside 180 it. Put a bottle of vodka in front of her, and she'll drink
it. Canadians have long been my travel companions of choice, and
Robin is simply more proof of why.

Onthe morning of April 7, about a month after we'd exited Bishkek
via Istanbul and a vodka hangover, the BBC was ablaze with the
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These babes can
fry up a chicken for
you right there on
the spot-just say
the word

following headline, “The government in Kyrgyzstan is struggling to
retain power as deadly clashes escalate between police and thou-
sands of protesters.” Like a flash, | pictured my new Kyrgyz friends.
Was Samuel okay? Had Azamat lobbed any Molotov cocktails? Was
Yuri, our crazy van driver, bellowing Russian cusswords in the middle
of the fray? | sent Azamat a quick electronic message: “Are you okay?”
About a week later, relieving news: “We are all good here, Jennifer!”
It seemed his English was improving.

Last| heard, things had quieted down a bitin Kyrgyzstan. However,
all that's kinda beside the point—-because we were down with
Kyrgyzstan before it was in the headlines. We were down with the
sweeping Himalayan vistas, both haunting and majestic. We were
down with the local snowboarders, who learned to ride by side-
slipping the mountain at 60 miles per hour. We were down with the
wild tales of hunters kidnapped by Yetis. We were even down with
the city's scrappy stray dogs and the shanty corner shops. Although
truthfully, none of us may ever make it back that way again, it's good
to know that we'll always have friends in Kyrgyzstan. | [1I1T11 181
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PHOTO: FRODE SANDBECH

- Terje Haakonsen. Oslo, Norway.
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Mikkel Bang. Laax, Switzerland.
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Romain De Marchi. Whistler backcountry.
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Tarah Michilot. Minneapolis,

Minnesota.
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ERIC GREENE

TEAM RIDER

OFFICIAL PARTNER OF THE CANADIAN NATIONAL SNOWBOARD TEAM | RIPZONEINTERNATIONAL.COM

1800 668 5480 | ACTION PHOTOGRAPHY: GEOFF ANDRUIK | LIFESTYLE PHOTOGRAPHY: PAUL McGRATH

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
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20 TRICKS

55 UP A S
HIS KEYSTONE Pf
ITS CAN BE DON

at Keystone, Colorado

REMEMBER

The noseblunt is a lower-body
maneuver. Your upper body
stays in-line the entire time.

Do: As you're coming in “all hawt,”
shift pressure to the toe edge, with
your weight over your back foot.
Don't: Let your weight fall backward
once you land on the feature, ora
major slip-out is guaranteed.

AN[' Before: Regular boardslides, switch
boardslides, noseslides, and regu-
lar lipslides are all important building
blocks for locking in the noseblunt.
After: After you're confident on low
boxes and rails, get creative. Try wall-
rides, rock jibs, nosepicks, et cetera-the
mountain is your skatepark.
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At Cab three, your landing will come into view.
Decide whether to speed up or slow your rotation,
and then set down the landing gear on your toes.

WELLHAUSEN

PHOTO: CHRIS
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Coming in on a slight
heel edge, pop off of
your heels. Open your
shoulders as you're
riding to the lip, adding
just a little more shoul-
der and head twist off
the top of the jump than
with a Cab five.

MANEUVER

As soon as you leave the
jump, reach down and
grab switch Indy. When
spinning, you'll know
- whether you need to
tuck and speed up the
rotation or open up your
body and slow it down
by continually reaching
around with your head
and looking for the land-
ing zone.

—APPH[]AEH

Ride into the jump with a bit
more speed than your normal
takeoffs, with a slight toe-to-
heel transfer up to the lip.
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Do: Hold your grab as long as

Before: Be comfortable with

help keep you rotating and
upright throughout.

Don't: Give in to the urge to
speed check before the lip.
Switch takeoffs can be daunt-
ing, but slowing up will only
increase your chances of hitting
the knuckle.

possible. Staying compact will AN[]

slow-rotating Cab 360s, 540s,
and backside 540s. Above all,
be sure that you're confident
riding switch at full speed.
After: Look higher over your
front shoulder at takeoff to
initiate a corked spin for some
extra style points.

Stay strong while riding switch
up to the jump. If you feel
shaky or not confident in your
switch riding, step back and
focus on the switch basics first.
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HOW TO: Eat For Free

GET YOUR GRUB ON WITHOUT DROPPING A DIME

After paying for gas, gear, and a lift ticket, consider yourself
lucky if you have a few bones to spare. Rather than spilling
the last of your loot on a twelve-dollar hamburger, save
that cushion for aprés by snacking on the cheap. Because
no matter what mountain restaurant or lodge you stumble
into, there's bound to be some free eats. Here's how to
grab them.-B.G.

SWOOP LIKE A SCAVENGER e WORK THE CONDIMENT
Just entering the mountain cafeteria and wafting KITCHEN

the smells and seeing all the uneaten food can Be your own chef and stir it up with these
make any broke snowboarder’s belly ache. But condiment-fed recipes:

this is where you come up. Eye the vacationing
families with trays full of pizzas and snacks. Sit
down or casually stroll and scope for uneaten
food then snag it before the busboy does. And
if you want to be proactive, put on your best Li’|
Timmy face and intercept them at the trash with,
"Are you going to throw that away?"

ONTHE MENU

Tomato Soup

One part ketchup, one part
creamer, and one part hot
water. Finish it off with a little
saltand pepper and some
Saltine crackers. Tastes just
like Campbell's.

Grilled Cheese
Sliders

They're not really grilled,
butthey do have cheese.
Stack Saltines and cheese
trom the soup zone then toss
‘em in the microwave for 30
seconds. Voila!

Saltines And Salsa
You're in luck if your moun-
tain’s condiment bar has
pico de gallo or jalapenos
on the fresh. If not, you need
to change your perception
of salsa. Stir up Tabasco,
onions, tomatoes. Then take
a stack of Saltines and dive
in. Can't stomach it? Saltines
and honey are quick fuel for
afew more park laps.

Lemon lce

Squirt lemon juice packets
or mash lemon wedges into
a cup with a handful of clean
snow and some honey or
sugar. Top it off with a cherry
from the bar.

It's all about being tactful and
creative. Be sly with your condiment
consumption, and don't piss off the
restaurant staff

ILLUSTRATION: Shawn O'Keefe
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Avalanche 101

Steps Toward Heightened Awareness

ous avalancne

Dan Kostrzewski

“The avalanche
doesn’t know you
are an expert.”

B cLAss acT

There is no global standard for avalanche
education, but most intro courses conform to
a three-day format commonly referenced as a
Level One. The keys to picking a class are choos-
ing a trained professional (check the American
Avalanche Association member list) and select-
ing a reputable program, such as one listed by
the American Institute for Avalanche Research
and Education (AIARE). It's also helpful to seek
out a teacher who approaches backcountry in
a similar style-by lifts, sleds, or skins—to avoid
cultural divides.

Check directories at americanavalancheassocia-
tion.org or avtraining.org.

I LOCAL'S FORECAST

From the Alaskan outback to the Sierra sidecoun-
try, avalanche danger in specific ranges is fore-
casted daily by trained professionals at regional
avalanche centers. They all use the American
Avalanche Danger Scale, which increases
exponentially in five steps from low to extreme.
Backcountry riders should get in the habit of
checking these daily reports via Web sites, phone
hotlines, and automatic e-mails. It's a valuable
source for what's happening below the surface.
Find your center at avalanche.org or
avalanche.ca.

B MULTIMEDIA

Snow science takes experience to master, but
the best 101 textbooks are Snow Sense by
Jill Fredston and Doug Fesler, The Avalanche
Handbook by David McClung, and Staying Alive
In Avalanche Terrain by Bruce Tremper. For visual
learners, check The Fine Line, an award-winning
film by Rocky Mountain Sherpas. There is also a
new version of the Canadian Avalanche Centre's
interactive tutorial that tests and teaches critical
skills online.

Start the tutorial under the training tab at
avalanche.ca.

I CONTINUING ED

Soaking up knowledge from riders with more
snowpack experience is a prerequisite before
dropping into the next course, which is a four-
day, Level Two. Educators say spending time in
all three snow climates—coastal, intermountain,
and continental—is essential, as is logging a few
days of snow time with a professional guide. If
you can't book a week with ACMG splitboard
guide Scott Newsome in B.C., a spectacular
place to startis a guided, lift-assisted day at the
backcountry-only area of Silverton Mountain.
Go guided at silvertonmountain.com or
NEWSOMEeSNOW.com.

, LUCAS JMIEFF, BRUCE TREMPER

JMIEFF,
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Introducing the life-like
and fully flexible

el HAAKONS=N

SNOWBOARD
FIGURE™

An addictive new source for inspiration to all snowboarders.

First signature model in a series of High-End Collectable Snowboard Figures.

More info on wwwitechridercom
Created using FLEXJ0LL patented technology

NOW AVAILABLE ON

Techrider

Get Inspired ™
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ﬂfwzg aﬂu’md to the snow this January for

Learn to Ski and Snowboard Month. Find out about special offers and

deals available in your area at SkiAndSnowboardMonth.org.
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A TRUE ALL MOUNTAIN

TERRAIN PARK

thankyouforshredding.com 973.827.2000

Mountain creek







" “Just a year ago this run at Blg Sky was fllled with Jumps, ralls,
and a pretty good pipe. Due to budget cuts and who knows what other
\v Peasons the park was cut back to one small run leaving a mogul fleld
instead. Maybe 1 was trying to make a statement here, or Jjust having
fun with & friend. Borrowing a 1lttle Inspiration from other photos
like this, and talking my friend Kevin into risking his knees, we made lemonade
T out of lemons.” — Jeff Hawe, photographer
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Check more Perspectives photos, videos, and interviews at... Planet-Earth-Clothing.com
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SNOWBONRDING

FEATURED RE

Boards N Motion {Auburn)
PH: 530-888-7873
w\\'w,boardsnmution,(om

Santa Rosa Ski and Sports
PH: 707-578-4754
www..santarosaskiandsports.com

Tahoe Dave's (Tahoe City)
PH: 562-434-5527
www.tahoedaves.com

Wave Rave {Mammoth Lakes)
PH: 7609342470
www.waveravesnowboardshop.com

Switch Skateboarding and Snowboarding (Newark)
PH: 302-738-7499
wwviswitchskateandsnow.com

The Ski Bum (Newark)
PH: 302-454-9829
www.theskibum.com

Peter Glenn Ski & Sports

PH: 954-484-3606 (Ft. Lauderdale)
PH: 305-254-3309 (Miami)

PH: 561-622-7940 {Palm Beach)
PH: 813.960-2453 (Tampa)

PH: 407-354-1234 {Orlando)
www.peterglenn.com

Peter Glenn Ski & Sports (Atlanta)
PH: 404-257-1706
wwwi.peterglenn.com

The BoardRoom (Boise)
PH: 208-385-9553
www.boardroomboise.com
Paoli Pro Shop {Paoli)

PH: 812-723-2163
wwvi.paoliproshop.com

Backwoods (Auburn)
PH: 207-344-6622
wwwi.ridebackwoods.com

3 Rideshop (Baltimore)
PH: 410-532-6113
www.3rideshop.com

Owens Ski & Sport (Waldorf)
PH:301-843-9899
www.owensski.com

Theory (West Springfield)
PH: 413.731.7528
www.theoryskateboarding.com

Sun ‘N Snow Ski & Snowboard Shop (Cadillac)
PH: 231.775:2401
wwwi.sunsnowskishop.com

MINN OTA

Faction Boardshop (Alexandria)
PH: 320-762-2573
www.factionboardshop.com

The Youth Shelter Supply (Waite Park)
PH: 320-656-7773
wwu.theyouthsheltersupply.com

World Boards (Bozeman)
PH: 406-587-1706
www.viorldboards.com

Lahout’s Snowbeard Shop {Lincoln)
PH: 603.745-3334
www.lahouts.com

New Mexico Sport Systems (Albugerque)}
PH: 505-837-9400
www.nmsportsystems.com

Greg Dekdebrun Ski Shop (Ellicottville)
PH: 716-699-2754
www.dekdebruns.com

Recess Skate and Snow (Boone)
PH: 828-355-9013
www.recessrideshop.com

Vertical Urge (Raleigh)
PH: 919-870.7766
www.verticalurge.com

Aspen Ski and Board

PH: 614-848-6600 {Lewis Center)
PH: 614-459-6666 (Columbus)
www.aspenskiandboard.com

St. Bernard Sports

PH: 512-320-1999 {Austin)
PH: 214-357:9700(Dallas)
www.stbernardsports.com

Burton at Stratton (Stratton Mountain)
PH: 802-297-4322
www.stratton.com

Darkside Snowboards (Killington)
PH: 802-422-8600
www.darksidesnowboards.com

Fairfax Surf Shop {Fairfax)
PH: 703-273-0012
www.fairfaxsurfshop.com

Peter Glenn Ski & Sports {Richmand)
PH: 804-527-2020
www.peterglenn.com

Alpine Skis & Boards (Wheeling)
PH: 304-232-2600
www.alpineskisandboards.com

Call today to find out how to become a TransWorld SNOWhboarding

retailer and be included in this list of exclusive retailers.

TRANSWORLD SNOWBOARDING

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION
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Silverton
Mountain,
Colorado

No-Frills Pow And Steeps

“Silverton is holding every
serious freerider's dream
terrain.”-Christine Rasmussen

Elevation Snowfall Tickets
10,400 feet 400 inches $49-159

Dro Lifts Web
3,087 feet 20 silvertonmountain.com

TERRAIN: Silvertons one chair-
lift drops you off at 12,300 feet on a
ridgeline connecting classic craggy
and steep San Juan peaks. Hike any
direction off the chair and you'll be
shredding gullies, chutes, trees, and
wide-open bowls. The skill break-
downis 100-percent advanced/expert
terrain—the "easiest” run here, at 35
to 30 degrees, is the steepest at most
resorts. Everyone must ride with a bea-
con, shovel, and probe.

POWDER PLAN: The powder
plan for the unguided season (during
guided-only it's sniffed out for you) is
pretty straightforward: Be fitenough to
hike anywhere for up to 25 minutes and
ride pow up to thigh-deep. Be there
atfirst bell and you'll be able to getin
six to eight heli-quality runs, including
shuttle time (most runs end up on the
road, so you'll need a ride back to the
base area). Start with east-facing runs
and work your way up and around to
the west side favorites like Tiger Main
and Concussion. Your legs will likely
run out of juice before the mountain
gets tracked.

PARK PLAN: Silverton is a ginor-
mous big-mountain freestyle park
with tons of natural hits, including
downed trees, rocks, cornices, and
gulliesthat ride like endless halfpipes.
Scope, then launch.

MUST DO: Springtime unguided is
when most of the higher terrain opens.
Go all the way up to the Billboard or
The Grande for incredible views and
true big-mountain lines.

NEW: This season the lift gets more
chairs, increasing capacity by 50- per-
cent. The already-minimal wait times
to load will shrink to practically nada.

3 BEST THINGS: Rider-owned, no

crowds, aprés in the tent.

<

/ v o

Call ahead to make reservations for guided riding (970) 387-5706. The mountain does sell out
and unguided riding is only available for specific dates and is limited to 475 visitors per day.
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Mary’s
Sidecountry
At Brighton, Utah

“I'VE RIDDEN AND
HIKED THESE
MOUNTAINS MORE
THAN ANY PLACE ON
EARTH AND | STILL
CAN'T GET ENOUGH."

—Seth Huot, your guide through Mary's And Milly‘s

OVERVIEW

Brighton’s Milly Bowl has
endless lines and cliffs to
choose from on a pow day.
Mary's is an out-of-bounds
zone accessed from Milly that
has unlimited freeride options
and terrain.

BREAKDOWN

NOTABLES

o RUFFIAN’S LINES—Named after
Brandon Ruff-"nough said,

() THE ROCK GARDEN-Accessed from

the Crest Express Chair side, it'sa

great place to test your freeride skills

There's terrain that you can build on

from mellow to as gnarly as you want
gnarly asy

to take it.

(@ CABLECLIFFS-Acablelineis

attached from the trees above and

anchored in the landing of the cliff.

Stick to your line on this one or you
might get sliced and diced

©) SWIMMING POOL JUMP-Best jurmp

at Brighton—you are welcome.

(© VERTICAL ADDICTION-A sweet

kicker that goes to vert—epic place to
get upside down.

BROCK'S ROOF TO ROOF-My

homey's double line.

PLATFORM CLIFF—I think this was the
first cliff | spun off of. Super flat, easy
takeoff-pat down and send it

MIKEY'S—-LeBlanc had a sick shoton
this in Kingpin Chronicles

CHICO'S CLIFF-Brian Thien made
this spot famous. The landing is hairy,

back fived itin True Life,

@) JOEY MCGUIRE CLIFF-Joey made

this famous in Simple Pleasures, He
double lined it with another rock
below not shown in the photo—epic
video shot.

WARRIORS CORNICE-JP
half-Cabbed this monsterin his
groundbreaking Warriors part.

DECADE DAM-JP and Jeremy rail
transferred into the dam in Decade.
Mind blowing

DOGGY BALLS-One of my favorite
cliff drops.
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INTRO LINE: WOLVERINE

From the Milly Express Chair this looks like an amaz-
ing ride down an open face. When you finally hike
all the way up here, you realize that your grandma
could ride it. You access it by hiking from the Milly
Chair up to Milly Peak (20 to 25 minutes), then staying
on the ridge and hiking up to Wolverine Peak. After
riding the open face of mellow pow turns, you can
pick your line down to the lake through the trees. Be
cautious route-finding on the way down so you don't
find yourself on top of the Chico cliff zone—unless
you want to, of course. If you stick to the open chutes,
it's really straightforward.

ADVANCED LINE: TUSCARORA-3 CHUTE

Thisis about an hour-long beast of a hike. You access
it from Milly Peak, then hike Wolverine, then ride
the ridge down, and hike up the back side of Mt.
Tuscarora. This thing looks gnarly and steep from
Pioneer Ridge (which is directly acrossfromitand a
great vantage point to see your line). Once on top,
you realize that the pitch is pretty mellow and the
chute is wider than expected, so you can take it as
fast or as slow as you want to. Chris Coulter ripped
this top to bottom taking only the turns with the
chute (three-shaped). He came into the pow field
below with some serious speed.

INSIDER INFO

M Brighton has a good avalanche
forecasting board and beacon
check at the top of the Milly lift, as
well as a ski patrol shack for more
information.

Access this by hiking Milly Peak. It's located on the
northeast-facing slope. Dropping into this is pretty
nerve-racking-there’s a mellow pitch, semi-open
slope thatendsin huge, jagged cliffs that you'll want
to avoid—route planning is super crucial here. The
entry of the chute is located mid-slope, so use trees
as landmarks to guide you in. Once you get to the
top, you pretty much look right down the chute. It's
narrow, short, and steep atthe top, then banks right,
mellows out, and opens up. Getting to and finding
this thing is the techiest part of this line~once you're
in the chute it's a nice, fast rush.

a
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A Better Way to Mountain™

This winter, Canyons challenges you to discover mountain adventure at its most thrilling. Major improvements have
been developed and designed to amaze you at every turn.

It's close. It's pure. It's epic. It's everything a mountain should be.
It's A Better Way to Mountain.

THECANYONS.COM
Rider: Jonathan Cheever, U.S. Snowboarding & Canyons Athlete. Photographer: Scott Markewitz.




CHILL

VolunteerDonateStoke

Learn more about Chill,
a non-profit learn-to-ride
program for underserved
youth, at www.chill.org



MIKEY LEBLANG
LOUIF PARADIS CHRIS GRENIER
JED ANDERSON JOHNNY MILLER

BEN BILOCQ JONKOOLEY

GUS ENGLE JUSTIN BENNEE ~ ; -
JONAS MICHILOT WILL TUDDENHAM

NIMA JALALI JORDAN MENDENHALL
ALEX CANTIN LAURENT-NICOLAS PAUQUIN

NICK DIRKS + KEEGAN VALAIKA

Be the first to see the world
premier of their new movie, wear
LNP’s beard and
watch Mikey jump off the
fourth floor of Boardwalk.

1
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OTHER CAMPS

. Snowboarders
HCSC Skiers

Everything WE do, we do for YOU
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* Buy anyw product and be automatically entered to win!*

WWW.THE-HOUSE.COM / 800-992-7245

*See website for alternate entry method
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HE ANGRY INTERNS
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Yeah, That’s Me. No Big Deal.

Getting A Shot In The Mag Is Easier Than You Think

So what if you
can't do the quad
cork yet and don't
have a part in the
new Absinthe
movie. You may
not even dress like
a vampire (with
a helmet under
your hood) and hit
ten-kink rails, but
don’t be sad, there
are other ways to
make it into the
mag. We've gotta
warn you, some of the tactics
we're about to outline are kinda
sketchy, but hey-you want your
fifteen minutes of fame, right?

BGPs (Background Props)

These were easier to get when the
mag had more contest shots, but if
you can get to the X Games or the
U.S. Open and get good real estate
behind the fence, your chances of
getting BGPs are decent. Go shirtless
and you're in there. This leads to our
next one ...

NUDITY

Sotry, ladies, this is just for the dudes.
The censors would never, ever allow
female nudity to hit these pages, but
they set a precedent back in the '?0s
by running a shot of Andy Hetzel buck
nekkid. We're not saying it is gonna
happen, but they did it once, they
could do it twice. Will you be the guy?

HIRED GUNS

You can hire one of the mag'’s staff
photographers for like a couple grand
a day and seriously up your chances
of getting a shot in the mag. Yeah, we
told you back in September to fire
your photographer, but these guys are
professionals, it's different. Combine
this plan with nudity and you're get-
ting into the “guaranteed” zone.

ADVERTISE

Either start up a streetwear brand and
pay some rail kids who dress cool to
do a "team” ad, or just take out one of
those small fractional ads here in the
back of the mag and pop in a shot of
yourself ripping. Sure, it may feel a
little slimy, but this is an important first

step to being taking seriously in the
“industry.” Oh yeah, and start using the
word "industry” when talking about
snowboarding.

HELP WANTED

This is the absolute worst way to get
yourself in the mag, but what can we
say? It worked for us. Apply for an
internship. When they reject you, try
again; and when they ask what your
qualifications are, tell them you can
type. And if you're smart enough to
take our advice (above), you can tell
them you had a shot in the mag once.
You'd be surprised how far that goes
around here.

"INTERNSHIP
APPLICATION

_DEPARTMENT

ILLUSTRATION: TRAVIS MILLARD
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December 2001: one Hundred Times Before

TransWorld SNOWboarding goes way back
and Timeless takes you there every issue.

A s -

Nico explains his first American cover, “l was just
an eighteen-year-old kid chasing the dream. All

| was thinking about was snowboarding, 24/7. |
got invited to the Burton catalog shoot for the
first time—got to go to Las Lenas as a rookie. All
my heroes were there: Terje, Trevor Andrew, Jussi
Oksanen, and Michi Albin, to mention a few. | was

DEGREES.OF.
PROGRESSION

10

i rIM

!Sl

amping, and we shaped this quarterpipe for a
few days. After two days shaping and shredding,
it turned out to be an all-time hit. | remember
Terje showed up to the final session and blasted
the biggest frontside air | have ever seen, but

| got the cover with an air-to-fakie, thanks to
Vincent [Skoglund]. | couldn’t believe it! Me—out

COLLECTOR'S
ISSUE

of everybody—and it's not like there was another
mag that had a 100th issue. TWS cover, check.”
Big props to Nicolas, Dave Achenbach, and every
other rider who's graced the cover (or any other
page of the mag, for that matter) over the last 200
issues. Thank you all!

NT SKOGLUND

COVER PHOTO: VINC!
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SERIES CASH & PRIZES

Jan 22nd: Blue Mountain, ON
Feb 12th: Sunshine, AB
Feb 26th: Big White, BC

Mar 5th: Mount Seymour, BC
Mar 19th: Waterville Valley, NH
Mar 26th: Tremblant, QC

Apr 9th [FINALS]: Sierra-At-Tahoe, CA

$10,000 CASH PURSE

*winners from each stop get
flight & acc odations to FINAL Eveng! “E




BRECKENRIDGE ROYALTY
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..._§. SKI AND WHERE THE
= [ PROS DO

STEVE

FISHER _

DUNCAN

ABAMS

JJ COLBY
THOMAS ~ WEST e

REGISTER TO WIN A TRIP TO THE WINTER DEW TOUR
TOUR BRECKENRIDGEDEWTOUR.COM * 800.682.2127




FREE CATALOG
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8008383162 PRO MODEL OUT Now

Online Since 1998 AVM[AB[E AT ETERNALSNOW.COM °
The Biggest Littie Core Shop on the WEII

Visit us on your way to Tahoe : Near the Reno/Tahoe Airport | X \\"%
Shoppers Square Sparks Warehouse Store Spanish Springs \'\
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SOUNDS

Twin Shadow

Looking Right Through You
Live at Belly Up, Solana Beach, California

s a live music city, San Diego is
known for being pretty dull. No
doubt, good bands come through,
but the crowds make them want to
never come back. An S.D. crowd
looks like this: standing stiffly back
from the stage, staring blankly
ahead, pretending to text nonexis-
tent friends. Such was the case for
this Twin Shadow show. But these
rhythmic New York synth-rockers looked
beyond the crowd of sad-faced Tuesday-night
showgoers and lit it up. It's impossible not to
draw parallels between the group's frontman
George Lewis Jr. and Morrissey. He would
probably hate that comparison, plus he rips on
guitar. He's got that same smooth, bedroom
voice flowing over syncopated live drumbeats

INMY CHRIS GRENIER

HEADPHONES

and warm keyboard textures. Throughout the
show, George stepped in and out of the lights,
alternating between singing and getting lost
in his guitar parts. This somewhat familiar
sound is not purely retro—is it neo-new wave?
There's a definite futuristic bent blended in
there, or maybe it's just heart? Either way, their
music is infectious and the 40 people who wit-
nessed their charms live in Solana Beach are
not the only ones who've noticed. Perhaps to
their dismay, Twin Shadow is being lauded in
the music press as one of New York's hippest
new acts right now. Hopefully the group can
endure all the soul-sucking crap that comes
with labels like that, because they put on a
really good show, even to a half-full room of
San Diego zombies.~J.M.

The Glitch Mob
Drink The Sea

hmob.com

W AR 7

DriifKiey,
Ainrdhyg

Dropkick Murphys
Live On Lansdowne CD/
DVD

dropkic

“Rap Game” by Young Jeezy

TWSNOW

APPROVED

Twin Shadow
Forget

twinshadow.net

NNE

TAMNOT A HUMAN BEING

Lil Wayne
I Am Not A Human Being

lilwayne-online.com

“It's fresh—Jeezy raps about gettin’ your grind on and
that applies to everything.”

ight

PHOTO (TOP TO BOTTOMY); Joe! Muzzey, Andy Wr



g

A
'''''''

: . - ? 4 £ Z \ fus s . —
KERDILLON  LUKEMTRAN DANYDAVIS KEVWPEARCE  SCOTTYLACO JACK WTRAN  MASON ACURRE

FRENDS

;2

“'*‘*— .-

. i vA
PRELES NO'LTIN |'|::|||b.




JU
\ N

4/ ¥
P
\

TAIN I

- . B «
-\" J

It's not just about halfpipes and rails: it's about the kind of terrain only Mother
Nature can create. Solitude’s Honeycomb Canyon has some of the most awe
inspiring, lift-served terrain in the country, as well as un]mm[lvlv(l sitl(‘-rmln!lj"
access. With over 1200 acres covered in 500" of annual snowfall, a charming,
European-style village and hardly any lift lines, you won't have to wait to find your

Solitude. You'll be deep in powder before you know it.

skisolitude.com 800.748.4754




189 BACKSIDE

Black Lips

SOUNDS

i S

All my friends are bad kids / Ain't no college grad kids /
Product of no-dad kids / Kids like you and me ...

www.black-lips.com

he Black Lips don‘t want your fancy studio. These
four Atlanta dirts are more at home thrashing a
basement party or spitting beer at their rioting
crowds—and they're keeping filthy, no-fi punk
rock alive in the process. Mixing blues, grunge, rock,
country, and garage, their “flower punk” live shows

are quickly growing in legend, and with their recent
signing to Vice Records, it's only just begun. Fresh
off tour and back to work on their seventh album,
we caught up with guitarist/singer Cole Alexander
while on a quick break home in Georgia. Let's get
weird.—A.H.

ON STAYING RAW ...

Our motto: Professional Amateurs.
Let’s get the weirdest, most amateur
product out to the masses. Make
something commercial and then
f—k it up.

ON THE FUTURE OF BLACK LIPS ...
Let’s get weirder, more avant-garde
ideas out to the mainstream. Reach
for the stars, but with a four-track
cassette. Record on a boombox and
have that played on the radio.

ON THE DAY JOB ...

It was always about having a slacker
job. If you get into a serious gig,
it's hard to balance art, skating, et
cetera. Slacker jobs are conducive
to people living outside the box.

ON THE BAD KIDS ...
Kids will always sneak in. When

you're seventeen, you're the most
passionate. You don't give a f-k
about any of it all. They have the
attitude, and we like that.

ON PUNK ROCK ...

I've always been drawn to things
that are sloppy. Like a little kid's
drawing-all f-ked-up looking. It
doesn'talways have to be perfect.

ON THE '90S ...

| loved gangster rap. Grunge was
super evil. Riots in LA, Kurt Cobain,
Tupac Shakur—it was the Wild West.
I miss that danger.

ON “BABY-SOFT BOYS"...

When bands really “make it” in the
music business, they relax. Their
hands get all soft. No more day
jobs. “Baby-soft boys.” We never,
ever want to become that.

FIRST KISS:

Black Lips: We Did Not
Know The Forest Spirit Made
The Flowers Grow (2004)

our most interest

~Cole Alexander
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It's nul_i\hl about gelting away; it's where

you find yx,nu'v:]!, I«.n.'.t!v:(“ud 12 miles
up Utah’s Big Cottonwood Canyon and
a short, 40-minute drive from the Salt
Lake International .\n'])(_n'l is Solitude
featuring over 1200 acres of terrain and
a European-style Village where you can
reconnect with nature, friends, family

and ynurwi(,

For more information or to tukc
a video tour, visit us online at

skisolitude.com
orcall 800.748.4754
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190 BACKSIDE COMING NEXT ISSUE

ZGIINERI@ING
ANNUAL

Special Collector’s Issue P 5006 %6 %6 %6 %6 %6 % ¥ Sovsheen et

Hammers, heroes, powder,

) <SS 9 you name it—we've got it. Issue
THE PHOTO ANNUAL WILL BE CSE S ; SESEDE S £ goes on sale December 15,

STACKED WITH SICK SHOTS. N S ST S N S - S 2010. Feed your eyes.
WE'VE GOT THE BEST RIDERS IN i
THE WORLD SHOT BY THE BEST
PHOTOGRAPHERS IN THE GAME.
WITH A BIGGER FORMAT, BETTER
PAPER, AND A 100-PERCENT
FOCUS ON PHOTOS.”

—Nick Hamilton, TWS Photo Editor

FEBRUARY [5=UE

ANATOMY OF A FILM CREW RIDING A VOLCANO DESTINATION CHAMONIX
An inside lock at the strange Follow DCP, Lucas Debari, and This Mecca of the French Alps
and fascinating world of Xavier De le Rue into the cra- is too damn big to go without
snowboard moviemaking with ter of a volcano deep down in guidance. Follow us.
the People Crew. Chile.

® @ o

ILLUSTRATION: JOHN ANTOSKI
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WINTER SEASON — YEAR SIX LJ UNIONBINDINGCOMPANY.COM

THE FLITE

BY THE UNION BINDING CO.
STRONGER.

Danny Kass — Gigi Riif - Dustin Craven — Joe Sexton — Scott Stevens — TeJ Schneider — Dan Brisse — Jess Kimura




Eat, Sieep, Snowbeard

CARINTHIA

MOUNT SNOW

big boulder
PARK

Thats a Microsoft TAG
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LAST WORDS

Last bad trend:

Last snowboard contest:
| don't remember.

Last bad habit you quit:
Alcohol.

Last big mistake:
Arelapse.

Last mag cover:
2003, | think.

Last fly you tied:
Chernobyl ant.

Last big scare:
Alaska.

Last old trick you got back:

Frontside kickflip.

Last thing that annoyed you:
People who come over and don't
call first.

Last thing you destroyed:
My credit.

Last big project:
Compatriot Snowboards.

Last big night:
Gigi Ruf's premiere in Jackson.

Last big risk:
Telling Billabong how much money
I want.

Last game you played:
Age Of Empires Ill.

Last time you felt lucky:
Every day, just to be here.

Last thing you wondered about:
Why won't that stupid fish eat my fly?

Last new music:
Hank Il

Last meal:
PB and J and a rotten kombucha.

Last mag you read:
TransWorld, at the Denver airport.
Nice cover, Devun!

Last person you annoyed:
Jenny.

PHOTO: COLE BARASH






- THREE PIPES INCLUDING SO-CAL'S ONLY SUPER PIPE
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. GERONIMO - HIGHEST AND LONGEST LIFT SERVED RUN IN SO-CAL

Your

Park ‘

BEARMTNTEAM
JP Walker

Lauri Heiskari
yimon Lamoeriam

Hana Beaman
Chris Bradshaw
Joe Sexton

Nima Jalali
Keegan Valatka
Jobnny Miller
Zak Hale

Scott Vine
Desiree Melancon

- 100+ JUMPS AND SNOW FEATURES

varielyv



The likka Backstrom R.i.d.s. Goggle is available in EG2.5 /EG5s/EG5
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MARC FRANK MONTOYA

MIX MASTER

AUDIO SUPREMA

g SKULLCANDY.COM/APF

PHOTO: QUANG LE







Gigi Riif

Gigi Ruf subjects himself to some of the harshest conditions on the planet.
Volcom's exclusive Thermal Defense System provides him the ability to do so
through the collaboration of strategically placed lightweight and packable
down or poly-filled thermal panels, zippered vents, and ultra-breathable
interior lining, TDS provides unparalleled comfort and performance.

Let It Storm



